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Excerpt from the poem “Ca’ the Ewes to the Knowes” by 
Robert Burns.

7KLV�LV�D�ZRUN�RI�ÀFWLRQ��$OO�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�VFHQDULRV�DSSHDU-
LQJ�LQ� WKLV�ZRUN�DUH�ÀFWLWLRXV��$Q\�UHVHPEODQFH�WR�UHDO�SHUVRQV��
OLYLQJ�RU�GHDG��LV�SXUHO\�FRLQFLGHQWDO�



Part I: Bycatch

 

When the land has nothing left for men who 
ravage everything, they scour the sea.

— Tacitus 



Angela

,Q�GDUNQHVV��$QJHOD�DVFHQGHG�WKH�ZLQGLQJ�JUDYHO�URDG��6KH�
FDUULHG�D�ÁDVKOLJKW��EXW�VKH�NHSW�LW�RII��6KH�NQHZ�WKH�SDWK�ZHOO��

The Clouds of Magellan illuminated the white bellies of pen-
guins crossing up ahead. Most stood at the side of the road and 
ZDWFKHG�KHU�SDVV��WKHLU�KHDGV�ZDYLQJ�IURP�VLGH�WR�VLGH��:KHQ�RQH�
EUD\HG�� WKH�KLJK�SLWFKHG�KHH�KDZLQJ�RI�D�GRQNH\�� WKH�RWKHUV�UH-
VSRQGHG�LQ�NLQG��IRUPLQJ�D�JDQWOHW�RI�QRLVH��,W�ZDV�PDWLQJ�VHDVRQ�
DW�3XQWD�9HUGH��DQG�WKH�PDOHV�ZHUH�URZG\��

$W�WKH�FUHVW�RI�WKH�KLOO��WKH�URDG�YHHUHG�ULJKW�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�
for half a mile to the vast empty parking lot where tourist buses 
and taxicabs disbursed their cargo during the day. Angela contin-
XHG�VWUDLJKW��RQWR�VRIW�GLUW�DQG�GU\�SDWFKHV�RI�JUDVV��VLGHVWHSSLQJ�
the prickly quilambay bushes and the cavelike penguin burrows. 
6KH�VWRSSHG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�KLOO�DQG�VFDQQHG�WKH�ZLGH��DUFKLQJ�
horizon of the South Atlantic Ocean. A gust of wind nudged her 
IURP�EHKLQG�DQG�VKH�OHDQHG�EDFN�LQWR�LW��KHU�H\HV�WUDFNLQJ�VORZO\�
IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��7KH�PRRQ��DERXW�WR�ULVH��JDYH�WKH�VN\�DQ�H[SHFW-
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ant glow. She looked for the telltale lights of passing ships but saw 
nothing but the stars.

He should be back by now. 
The last she heard from him was a week ago. He was off the 

FRDVW�RI�%UD]LO�DQG�KHDGHG�VRXWK��RQO\�HLJKW\�PLOHV�QRUWK�RI�KHUH��
6KH� KDG� UHYLHZHG� WKH�ZHDWKHU� FKDUWV�� EXW� WKHUH�ZHUH� QR�$WODQ-
WLF�VXUJHV��QR� ODVW�VHFRQG�VTXDOOV� WKDW�PD\�KDYH�SXVKHG�KLP�RII�
FRXUVH��GHOD\LQJ�KLV�UHWXUQ��3HUKDSV�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�VWD\�FORVH�WR�WKH�
RWKHUV��3HUKDSV�KH�ZDV�VLPSO\�WDNLQJ�KLV�WLPH��(DFK�GD\��VKH�LQ-
YHQWHG�DQRWKHU�VFHQDULR�IRU�ZK\�KH�ZDV�QRW�RQ�KHU�VKRUH��FDUHIXOO\�
LJQRULQJ�WKH�PRUH�UDWLRQDO��PRUH�GHSUHVVLQJ�VFHQDULRV�

6KH�ZDV�RQO\�VXSSRVHG�WR�WUHN�XS�KHUH�RQFH�D�ZHHN��D�URXWLQH�
VKH·G�RQFH�ZHOFRPHG��D�EUHDN�IURP�WKH�FDPS��%XW�VLQFH�VKH·G�ORVW�
FRQWDFW��VKH�EHJDQ�YLVLWLQJ�QLJKWO\��1RW�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�VHH�KLP��
But perhaps she would see something to explain his absence. 

A star crested the horizon. She watched patiently as the light 
VWUHQJWKHQHG�DQG�LQFKHG�IURP�ULJKW�WR�OHIW��VRXWK�WR�QRUWK��,W�ZDV�
SUREDEO\�D�ÀVKLQJ� WUDZOHU�KHDGHG� IRU�3XHUWR�0DGU\Q�� UHWXUQLQJ�
IURP� WKH�6RXWKHUQ�2FHDQ�� LWV�FDYLWLHV� VWXIIHG�ZLWK�ZULWKLQJ�ÀVK�
DQG�NULOO�DQG�WKH�LQHYLWDEOH��XQGHU�UHSRUWHG�E\FDWFK��6KH�IHOW�KHU�
stomach tighten. 

7KH�PRRQ�EHJDQ�WR�EOHHG�RXW�RYHU�WKH�ZDWHU��HUDVLQJ�WKH�VKLS�
from view. Angela sat down in the cold dirt and waited. A penguin 
EUXVKHG�SDVW�KHU� VOHHYH�RQ�KLV�ZD\� WR�DQ�HPSW\�QHVW��ZKHUH�KH�
VWRRG�VHQWU\��+H��WRR��ZDV�ZDLWLQJ��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�KLV�IHDOW\�IRU�D�
IHPDOH�QRW�\HW�UHWXUQHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�JXDUGLQJ�KLV�KRPH��(YHU\�\HDU��
WKH�PDOHV�ZHUH� WKH� ÀUVW� WR� DUULYH� DW� 3XQWD�9HUGH� WR� FODLP� WKHLU�
ROG�QHVWV��XQGHU�EXVKHV�RU�RQ� WKH�SRFNPDUNHG�KLOOV�� LQ�EXUURZV�
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FDUYHG�LQWR�HDUWK��$�KXQGUHG�WKRXVDQG�RI�WKHP��LQ�D�VORZ�PRWLRQ�
ODQG�UXVK��VFUDPEOLQJ�RYHU�WKLV�QLQH�PLOH�VWUHWFK�RI�VFUXEODQG�WKDW�
hugged the ocean.

7KH� IHPDOHV� WRRN� WKHLU� WLPH�DW� VHD��JRUJLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�
VDUGLQHV� DQG� VTXLG�� JDWKHULQJ� WKHLU� VWUHQJWK� IRU� WKH� VL[�PRQWK�
EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ�WKDW�DZDLWHG�WKHP��HPHUJLQJ�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU�WZR�
ZHHNV��JLYH�RU�WDNH��DIWHU�WKH�PDOHV��)DVKLRQDEO\�ODWH��$QG�LI�WKH\�
ZHUH�IRUWXQDWH��LI�HYHU\WKLQJ�DOLJQHG��WKHLU�PDWHV�ZHUH�ZDLWLQJ�DW�
WKHLU�EXUURZV�� WKHLU�KRPHV�FOHDQ�DQG�GU\��QHZ� WZLJV� ODLG�RXW� WR�
form a nest. 

7KH�PDOHV�VDQJ�ZKHQ�WKHLU�IHPDOHV�UHWXUQHG��DQG�WKH�IHPDOHV�
VDQJ�LQ�UHVSRQVH��7KH\�ÁDSSHG�WKHLU�ZLQJV�DQG�GXHOHG�WKHLU�EHDNV�
DQG� FLUFOHG� RQH� DQRWKHU�� RUELWLQJ�� DQ� DQFLHQW� ERQGLQJ� ULWXDO�� DQ�
anniversary.

But the penguin standing silently next to Angela would have 
no reason to sing this year. Of this she was certain. It was sim-
ply too late. The females that would arrive had long ago arrived. 
&KLFNV�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�HQWHULQJ�WKH�ZRUOG��VRPH�WDNLQJ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�XQ-
VWHDG\�VWHSV��,Q�D�IHZ�VKRUW�PRQWKV��LW�ZRXOG�EH�WLPH�IRU�HYHU\RQH�
to disappear back into the sea.

3HUKDSV�WKLV�SHQJXLQ�ZDV�LQ�GHQLDO��XQZLOOLQJ�WR�DFFHSW�KLV�
ORVV�� RU� SHUKDSV� KH� ZDV� PHUHO\� VWXEERUQ�� $QJHOD� SUHIHUUHG� WR�
imagine the latter. He would stand by that empty nest until the end 
RI�WKH�EUHHGLQJ�VHDVRQ��DQG�QH[W�\HDU�KH�ZRXOG�UHWXUQ�DQG�VHHN�RXW�
a new mate. An empty nest rarely stayed empty for long. Angela 
RIWHQ�ZRQGHUHG� LI�SHQJXLQV�PRXUQ� WKH�PLVVLQJ��EXW�XQLYHUVLWLHV�
don’t award grants to answer those types of questions.

He should be back by now. 
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$QJHOD�ZDLWHG�DQRWKHU�KRXU��XQWLO�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�PRUH�OLJKWV�
RQ�WKH�ZDWHU��6KH�ORRNHG�RQH�PRUH�WLPH�DW�WKH�SHQJXLQ�DW�KLV�QHVW��
WKHQ�VWRRG�DQG�PDGH�KHU�ZD\��ÁDVKOLJKW�RII��EDFN�GRZQ�WKH�KLOO�



Robert

$IWHU�WKH�GULQNV�DQG�WKH�GLQQHU�VHUYLFH��DIWHU�WKH�OLJKWV�ZHUH�
GLPPHG�DQG� WKH�FXUWDLQV�SXOOHG��5REHUW�H[WUDFWHG� WKH� WHOHYLVLRQ�
screen from the armrest of his business-class seat. He was not 
LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� WKH�PRYLHV��+H� VZLWFKHG� WKH� FKDQQHO� WR� WKH� ÁLJKW�
tracker—a cartoonish map of the Gulf of Mexico with a little 
ZKLWH�SODQH�VXVSHQGHG�DERYH��SRLQWHG�VRXWK��FUHHSLQJ�WRZDUG�WKH�
WLS�RI�&RORPELD��(YHU\�IHZ�VHFRQGV�� WKH�VFUHHQ�UHIUHVKHG�LWVHOI��
XSGDWLQJ�5REHUW�RQ�WKH�DLU�VSHHG��DOWLWXGH��GLVWDQFH�WUDYHOHG��WLPH�
UHPDLQLQJ��7KH�GLVSDVVLRQDWH�GDWD�FRPIRUWHG�KLP��UHPLQGLQJ�KLP�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�PDNLQJ�SURJUHVV��WKDW�KH�ZDV�QRW�ORVW��

+H�OHDQHG�KLV�KHDG�EDFN�DQG�FORVHG�KLV�H\HV��KRSLQJ�WR�MRLQ�
the symphony of snoring bodies in the darkness around him. But 
he rarely slept in public. On those rare trips when his body did re-
OHQW��KH�ZRXOG�RIWHQ�MHUN�DZDNH�ZLOGO\�GLVRULHQWHG��VSLOOLQJ�GULQNV�
and alarming neighbors—a side effect of a life spent constantly 
RQ�JXDUG��$QG�WKHQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�WKRVH�UDUHU�RFFDVLRQV�ZKHQ�D�ÁLJKW�
attendant would awaken him to stop his shouting—a side effect of 
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something worse. 
5REHUW�RSHQHG�KLV�H\HV��VDW�XS��DQG�WRRN�D�GHHS�EUHDWK��+H�

ZRXOG�QRW�VOHHS�WRQLJKW��,QVWHDG��KH·G�VSHQG�WKH�QH[W�VHYHQ�KRXUV�
and forty-three minutes watching a little white plane inch its way 
WR�%XHQRV�$LUHV��+H�GLGQ·W�PLQG��DW�OHDVW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�TXLHW�QLJKW��
EDWKHG�LQ�WKH�EOXH�JORZ�RI�WKH�ÁLJKW�WUDFNHU��KLV�JXDUGLDQ�FRPSDVV��
his night light.

The light did not bother the woman passed out in the window 
seat next to him. If only she could have stayed awake a few hours 
longer. Dina. A cute but unnaturally tan woman in pink sweats. 
She was a model from Dallas on her way to Argentina for breast 
implants. 

They’re cheaper there��'LQD� KDG� WROG� KLP� DIWHU� WKH� GULQNV�
were served. And the surgeons are world class.

6KH·G�ÁLUWHG�ZLWK�KLP��GUXQN�RQ�SLVFR�VRXUV��+H·G�WROG�KHU�
KH�ZDV�LQ�VDOHV��D�VDIH�FRYHU��8S�KHUH��LQ�EXVLQHVV�FODVV��DOPRVW�
HYHU\RQH�ZDV�LQ�VDOHV��8S�KHUH��KH�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ\RQH��ZKLFK�
ZDV�ZK\�KH� OLYHG� IRU� WKHVH�EULHI�PRPHQWV�RI� UHFHVV��DFWLQJ�RXW�
WKH�UROH�RI�VRPHRQH�HOVH�KLJK�DERYH�WKH�HDUWK��PRPHQWV�ZKHQ�KH�
FRXOG�LPDJLQH�OLIH�DV�D�FLYLOLDQ��XQEXUGHQHG�E\�WKH�QDVW\�ZD\V�RI�
WKH�ZRUOG��GULQNLQJ�SLVFR�VRXUV�ZLWK�'LQD�IURP�'DOODV�

6KH·G�WROG�KLP�KH�VKRXOG�EH�D�PRGHO��DQRWKHU�FRYHU�KH�RQFH�
used. She ran a hand through his dark hair. He ordered more 
drinks. He said her before breasts looked perfect as is. She gave 
him her business card and invited him to Dallas to test drive the 
after. 

)RU�HIIHFW��5REHUW�KDG�RSHQHG�KLV�ODSWRS��SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�UHDG�
VDOHV�UHSRUWV��1RZ�KH�VDZ�WKDW��DV�LI�WR�WDXQW�KLP��HYHQ�WKH�FRP-
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puter had fallen asleep. He checked to make sure Dina was still 
RXW��WKHQ�SRNHG�WKH�ODSWRS�DZDNH��+H�VWXGLHG�XS�RQ�WKH�DJHQW�KH�
ZDV�WR�PHHW�LQ�%XHQRV�$LUHV��/\QGD�0DGLJDQ��6KH�ZRXOG�EH�KLV�
partner for the duration of the assignment. Robert didn’t want a 
SDUWQHU��OHW�DORQH�DQ�DJHQW�KH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ��EXW�KH�QHHGHG�DQ�LQWHU-
SUHWHU��DQG�VKH�VSRNH�ÁXHQW�6SDQLVK��

+H� LPDJLQHG�/\QGD� ORRNLQJ� WKURXJK� D� VLPLODU�ÀOH�� RQH�RQ�
KLP�� DQG� KH�ZRQGHUHG�ZKDW� HOVH�*RUGRQ�� KLV� ERVV��PLJKW� KDYH�
told her. Though they were all in the business of keeping other 
SHRSOH·V�VHFUHWV��5REHUW�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�DQ\�RI�KLV��%XW�HYHQ�
*RUGRQ�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KDG�KDSSHQHG�ÀYH�\HDUV�DJR��
5REHUW�NHSW�WKRVH�RWKHU�PHPRULHV�WR�KLPVHOI��KRSLQJ�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�
VRPHKRZ�VXIIRFDWH�WKHP��,QVWHDG��KH�HQGHG�XS�SUHVHUYLQJ�WKHP��
perhaps all too well. 

1RZ��DV�KH�OHDQHG�KLV�KHDG�EDFN�LQ�KLV�VHDW��KH�IHOW�WKH�PHP-
ories returning. He could see the slowly undulating horizon of ice 
DV�KH�KRYHUHG�ORZ�EHKLQG�WKH�FRQWUROV�RI�D�KHOLFRSWHU��ORRNLQJ�IRU�
D�=RGLDF��D�EUHDN�LQ�WKH�LFH��D�EULJKW�UHG�SDUND��

$V�WKH�FORXGV�KDG�GHVFHQGHG��VR�KDG�KH��ODQGLQJ�RQ�D�ORZ��
tabular iceberg. He left the engine running and stepped onto the 
LFH��7KH� IRJ� VXUURXQGHG� KLP�� OHDYLQJ� KLV� H\HV�ZLWK� OLWWOH� WR� GR�
EXW� GLODWH��+H� VWDUWHG� RII� LQWR� WKH�ZKLWH� HPSWLQHVV�� DUPV� RXW� LQ�
IURQW��FKDVLQJ�HYHU\�FKDQJH�LQ�KXH��KRSHIXO�WKDW�KH�ZDV�KHDGHG�LQ�
WKH�ULJKW�GLUHFWLRQ��WKRXJK�LQ�UHDOLW\�KH�ZDV�ORVW�LQ�DQ\�GLUHFWLRQ��
:KHQ� WKH�HQJLQH�QRLVH� IDGHG��KH�FDOOHG�KHU�QDPH��KHDULQJ�RQO\�
wind in response.

7KH�LFH�KDG�EHJXQ�WR�VKLIW��JURZLQJ�SOLDEOH��+H�ORRNHG�GRZQ�
to see the tops of his boots bathed in blue water. The iceberg was 
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descending. He hopped onto a neighboring berg and called her 
QDPH� DJDLQ�� ORXGHU��7KLV� LFH�� WRR�� EHFDPH� XQVWHDG\�� VR� KH� KXU-
ULHG�WR�WKH�QH[W�LFHEHUJ��WKHQ�WKH�QH[W��7KH�LFHEHUJV��RQFH�MRLQHG�
WRJHWKHU�OLNH�D�FRPSOHWHG�SX]]OH��KDG�EHJXQ�WR�VHSDUDWH��UHYHDOLQJ�
H[SDQGLQJ�ULYHUV�RI�LQGLJR��XQWLO�5REHUW�IRXQG�KLPVHOI�VWUDQGHG�RQ�
D�ORQH�VKHHW�RI�LFH��KLV�IHHW�QRZ�LPPHUVHG�LQ�WKH�VXE�]HUR�ZDWHU��
+H�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�KHDU�WKH�KHOLFRSWHU��+H�VKRXWHG�KHU�QDPH��KLV�
DQNOHV�QRZ�XQGHUZDWHU��LWV�LF\�JULS�ZRUNLQJ�LWV�ZD\�XS�KLV�FDOYHV��
WKHQ�KLV�WKLJKV��DQG�KH�ZKLVSHUHG�KHU�QDPH��SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�HQG��
WR�EH�ZLWK�KHU�DJDLQ��WKHQ�KLV�FKHVW��WKHQ�KLV�DUPV³�

5REHUW� RSHQHG�KLV� H\HV� WR� VHH�'LQD� OHDQLQJ�RYHU� KLP�� KHU�
hands gripping his shoulders.

´:KDW"µ�KH�DVNHG�
´<RX�ZHUH�\HOOLQJ�µ�VKH�VDLG��
5REHUW�ORRNHG�DW�WKH�ÁLJKW�WUDFNHU³WZR�KRXUV�DQG�WKLUWHHQ�

PLQXWHV� UHPDLQHG� XQWLO� ODQGLQJ�� WKH� OLWWOH�ZKLWH� SODQH� KRYHULQJ�
RYHU� WKH� VRXWKHUQ� KDOI� RI�%UD]LO��'LQD� WRRN� KHU� VHDW� DJDLQ�� DQG�
Robert reached for a water bottle. He wiped the perspiration from 
his face. He sat up and noticed the blinking eyes in the darkness 
DURXQG�KLP��+H�SLFNHG�XS�KLV�ODSWRS�IURP�WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�WXUQHG�WR�
Dina. “I’m sorry.”

´7KDW·V�RND\�µ�VKH�VDLG��´:KR·V�1RD"µ�
5REHUW�GLGQ·W�DQVZHU��+H�KDG�DOUHDG\�RSHQHG�KLV�ODSWRS��SUH-

tending to read sales reports. 



Angela

Angela watched her assistant extend the goncho��D�ORQJ�SLHFH�
RI�UHEDU�WKDW�ZDV�KRRNHG�DW�WKH�HQG��LQWR�WKH�EXUURZ��'RXJ�ZDV�
RQ�KLV�NQHHV��IDFH�WR�WKH�JURXQG��VTXLQWLQJ�LQWR�WKH�WLQ\�HQWUDQFH��
QXGJLQJ�WKH�PDOH�VR�KH�FRXOG�JHW�D�EHWWHU�YLHZ�RI� WKH�ÀYH�GLJLW�
number on the stainless steel band wrapped around the penguin’s 
OHIW�ÁLSSHU�

´7KUHH�IRXU�VL[�WZR�VHYHQ�µ�'RXJ�VKRXWHG�RYHU�WKH�ZLQG��
'RXJ�ZDV�LQ�KLV�PLG�WZHQWLHV�DQG��OLNH�PRVW�QDWXUDOLVWV�KLV�

DJH��ORRNHG�PRUH�WKH�SDUW�WKDQ�ROG�WLPHUV�OLNH�$QJHOD��KLV�VHQLRU�
E\�D�GHFDGH��:KLOH�VKH�VWRPSHG�DURXQG�LQ�ZRUQ�WHQQLV�VKRHV�DQG�
IDGHG�� WKULIW�VKRS�NKDNLV��KH�ZDV�D�ZDONLQJ�5(,�FDWDORJ��ZDWHU-
SURRI�ERRWV��FDPRXÁDJH�SDQWV�ZLWK�PRUH�SRFNHWV�WKDQ�REMHFWV�WR�
ÀOO�WKHP��DQ�,QGLDQD�-RQHV�KDW�VKRYLQJ�KLV�PHVV\�EORQG�KDLU�GRZQ�
RYHU�KLV�HDUV��D�EOXH�EDQGDQD�DURXQG�KLV�QHFN��+H�ZDV�WKH�W\SH�RI�
assistant—You say assistant, I say wingman��'RXJ�OLNHG�WR�VD\³
WKDW� NHSW�$QJHOD·V� SURJUDP� UXQQLQJ� \HDU� DIWHU� \HDU�� IUHVK� IURP�
the classroom and eager for an unpaid adventure. Too young still 
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WR�ÀQG�WKH�WULS�GRZQ�KHUH�WHGLRXV³WKH�WHQ�KRXU�ÁLJKW�WR�%XHQRV�
$LUHV��WKH�WZR�KRXU�ÁLJKW�WR�7UHOHZ��WKH�WKUHH�KRXU�EXV�ULGH�RQ�D�
gravel road to the research station. And it wasn’t much of a re-
VHDUFK�VWDWLRQ�DW� WKDW�� WZR�FLQGHU�EORFN�KXWV��RQH�VKRZHU��DQG�D�
public restroom they shared with the tourists who stopped to pay 
their admission fees and to shop for postcards and key chains.

$QJHOD� VWXGLHG�0DJHOODQLF� SHQJXLQV�� QDPHG�E\�)HUGLQDQG�
Magellan in the sixteenth century when the Europeans were busy 
QDPLQJ�WKH�SODQHW�DIWHU�WKHPVHOYHV��$W�ODVW�FRXQW��3XQWD�9HUGH�ZDV�
SRSXODWHG�E\���������EUHHGLQJ�SDLUV³D�FRXQW�$QJHOD�ZDV�LQ�WKH�
process of updating. The Magellanic species was the largest of the 
ZDUP�ZHDWKHU�SHQJXLQV��LWV�EHDN�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�DQ�DGXOW·V�NQHH��LWV�
dominant feature the black upside-down horseshoe mark on its 
white belly and a circular white stripe that curved up either side of 
its neck to its eyes. Each penguin had a different pattern of black 
spots on its belly that tourists often mistook for dirt. This was not 
the penguin to inspire movies or stuffed animals—it was not as 
PDMHVWLF�DV�DQ�HPSHURU��QRU�DV�FRORUIXO�DV�D�PDFDURQL��,W�OLYHG�LQ�
WKH�GLUW�DQG�WKH�PXFN�RI�ZHW�VSULQJ�GD\V��VQDSSHG�DW�KDQGV�WKDW�JRW�
WRR�FORVH��DQG�RIWHQ�KRQNHG�LQFHVVDQWO\��HPLWWLQJ�WKH�VRXQGV�RI�D�
GRQNH\��HDUQLQJ�LW�WKH�QLFNQDPH�jackass penguin.

´<RX�JHW�WKDW"µ�'RXJ�DVNHG�
´7KUHH� IRXU� VL[� WZR�VHYHQ�µ�$QJHOD� UHSHDWHG�EDFN�ZLWKRXW�

ORRNLQJ�XS��6KH�OHDIHG�WKURXJK�KHU�QRWHERRN��KHU�OLWWOH�black-and-
white� ERRN�� DV� VKH� FDOOHG� LW�� ORRNLQJ� IRU� WKH� ÀYH�GLJLW� QXPEHU��
6KH·G� EDQGHG� WKRXVDQGV� RI� ELUGV� RYHU� KHU�ÀIWHHQ� \HDUV� DW� 3XQ-
WD�9HUGH��HYHU\�SHQJXLQ�ÀWWHG�ZLWK�D�WDJ�ZDV�OLVWHG�KHUH��ZLWK�D�
QXPEHU��SODFH��DQG�GDWH��<HW�GHVSLWH�VXFK�D�ZHDOWK�RI�GDWD��PRVW�
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numbers were entered once and never again revisited. Tagging a 
SHQJXLQ�ZDV�DNLQ� WR�SXWWLQJ�D�QRWH� LQ�D�ERWWOH�� WRVVLQJ� LW�RXW� WR�
VHD��DQG�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�LW�WR�UHWXUQ��$W�QLJKW��,W�ZDVQ·W�HQRXJK�IRU�WKH�
SHQJXLQV�WR�FRPH�KRPH��$QJHOD�DOVR�KDG�WR�ÀQG�HDFK�RQH��DPRQJ�
thousands and thousands of nests. 

´'LG�\RX�KHDU�WKDW"µ�'RXJ�DVNHG�
´+HDU�ZKDW"µ
“Sounded like an engine. A boat engine.”
Angela looked up and tilted her head back and forth. 
´0XVW�EH�WKH�ZLQG�µ�VKH�VDLG��6KH�UHWXUQHG�WR�KHU�ERRN�
´5HG�GRW"µ�'RXJ�DVNHG��KRSHIXOO\��
$QJHOD�GLGQ·W�DQVZHU�ULJKW�DZD\��:KLOH�ÀQGLQJ�D�WDJJHG�ELUG�

ZDV�QRW�DV� VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�DV�ZLQQLQJ� WKH� ORWWHU\�� LW� FHU-
WDLQO\�IHOW�WKDW�ZD\�DW�WLPHV³DQG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�MDFNSRW�RI�DOO�ZDV�
when they discovered a red-dot bird. 

$� UHG�GRW� ELUG� ZDV� D� NQRZQ�DJH� ELUG�� RQH� WKDW� KDG� EHHQ�
tagged the year it was born and hadn’t been seen since. Young 
penguins typically spent four to seven years at sea before they 
reached breeding age and returned to their colonies. Yet not all 
SHQJXLQV� UHWXUQHG��DQG� WKH� UHDVRQV�KDG�EHHQ�KDXQWLQJ�UHVHDUFK-
HUV�IRU�\HDUV��%HFDXVH�UHG�GRW�ELUGV�KDG�EHHQ�WUDFNHG�VLQFH�ELUWK��
Angela and the other naturalists knew more about them than about 
any other tagged bird—and they still wished they knew more. But 
WKH\�WRRN�ZKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�JHW��UHFRUGHG�ZKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�PHDVXUH��
:KHWKHU�ÀYH�\HDUV�RU� WZHQW\�KDG�SDVVHG��ÀQGLQJ�D�UHG�GRW�ELUG�
always felt like a family reunion. 

But she was beginning to hope that this bird was not a red 
GRW��6KH�ZDV�UHOXFWDQW�WR�OHW�'RXJ�KDQGOH�WKH�ELUG��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
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VKH�NQHZ�KH�ZDV�GXH��,W�ZDV�WKH�QDWXUDO�RUGHU�RI� WKLQJV��IRU�UH-
searchers to pass on their knowledge and skills. Once they found a 
UHG�GRW��WKH\�KDG�WR�ZHLJK�LW��WKHQ�PHDVXUH�LWV�IHHW�DQG�WKH�GHQVLW\�
of feathers around its eyes. 

'RXJ� KDGQ·W� \HW� ZHLJKHG� D� SHQJXLQ�� DQG� RQFH� KH� GLG�� LW�
would be one less thing he needed to learn from her. One less 
UHDVRQ� WR� MRLQ�KHU�RQ� WKHVH� WULSV��2QH�GD\�FORVHU� WR�QRW�QHHGLQJ�
her at all. Not that he’d ever needed her to begin with. The life 
RI�D�QDWXUDOLVW�ZDV�D�VROLWDU\�RQH��VSHQW�PRUH�ZLWK�DQLPDOV�WKDQ�
ZLWK�SHRSOH��7KLV�ZDV�ZKDW�$QJHOD�KDG�ZDQWHG��DQG�DW�WKLUW\�VL[��
she did not harbor any illusions about having children—the birds 
were children enough—but she did have her illusions about Doug.

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�ZHHNV��$QJHOD�KDG�DGRSWHG�KLP�DV�VKH�KDG�
WKH�ELUGV��(YHU\�PRUQLQJ��VKH�ZDV�ÀUVW�RXW�RI� WKH�GLQLQJ�KDOO� WR�
select her assistant and set out for the day’s assignment. Doug was 
DOZD\V�RXW�WKHUH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�KHU��D�VPLOH�RQ�KLV�WDQQHG�IDFH��ZKLOH�
the other assistants were still cocooned in their sleeping bags or 
brushing their teeth in the public restroom. She knew by now not 
WR�DQWKURSRPRUSKL]H�WKH�SHQJXLQV��EXW�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�KHOS�SURMHFW-
ing her attraction onto Doug. That he was simply an early riser did 
QRW�GDPSHQ�KHU�EHOLHI�WKDW�KH�KDG�GHYHORSHG�D�FUXVK�RQ�KHU��WKDW�
SHUKDSV�ZKHQ�KH�QR�ORQJHU�QHHGHG�KHU��KH�ZRXOG�VWLOO�DFFRPSDQ\�
KHU��$�FRPIRUWLQJ�WKRXJKW��SDUWLFXODUO\�VLQFH�WKH\�KDG�LQGHHG�GLV-
covered a red-dot bird.

She looked at Doug and nodded. 
“Kick ass!” Doug leapt to his feet and unloaded his brown 

EDFNSDFN�RI�D�FDOLSHU��KDQG�KHOG�VFDOH��DQG�Q\ORQ�VWUDS��
7KLV� RQH� KDG�EHHQ� WDJJHG�ÀYH�\HDUV� DJR��)LQDOO\� UHDG\� WR�
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EUHHG��WKLV�SHQJXLQ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�LQ�KLV�VHFRQG�VHDVRQ�DW�9HUGH³
UHWXUQLQJ�WR�KLV�QDWDO�FRORQ\�WR�PDNH�D�QHVW��ÀQG�D�PDWH��DQG�EHJLQ�
D�ULWXDO�WKDW�ZRXOG�ODVW�DQRWKHU�WZR�GHFDGHV��LI�KH�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�

'XULQJ�'RXJ·V�ÀUVW�ZHHN�DW�9HUGH��DJDLQVW�KHU�EHWWHU�MXGJ-
PHQW��$QJHOD�KDG�OHW�KLP�H[WUDFW�D�SHQJXLQ�IURP�LWV�EXUURZ��+H�
KDG�RQO\�MXVW�ÀJXUHG�RXW�KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�goncho�FRUUHFWO\��DQG�
she had been giving him free reign with the birds. He was so pas-
sionate that she could not have refused him the opportunity. The 
VFUXEE\�KLOOV�ZHUH�OLNH�D�SOD\JURXQG�WR�KLP��DQG�VKH�HQMR\HG�ORRN-
LQJ�DW�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�KLV�VKDUS�EOXH�H\HV��H\HV�WKDW�ZRXOG�ZLQN�
DW�KHU�RQ�RFFDVLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�GLQLQJ�URRP��D�ZLQN�WKDW�WRRN�D�IHZ�
\HDUV�RII�KHU�OLIH��6RPHWLPHV�VKH�LPDJLQHG�KHUVHOI�KLV�DJH�DJDLQ��
QRW�\HW�MDGHG�E\�WKH�GUXGJHU\�RI�3K�'��SROLWLFV��

6KH�QHYHU�GRXEWHG�KHU�DELOLW\�WR�DWWUDFW�PHQ��RQO\�KHU�DELOLW\�
to keep them around. Her life was a migratory one—six months 
KHUH�� VL[� PRQWKV� LQ� %RVWRQ�� WKH� F\FOH� UHSHDWLQJ� RYHU� DQG� RYHU�
DJDLQ��:KLOH�PRVW�ZRPHQ�KHU�DJH�ZHUH�QRZ�FXGGOLQJ�WKHLU�QHZ-
ERUQV��VKH�ZDV�FURXFKHG�RYHU�EXUURZV�LQ�WKH�UHOHQWOHVV�VRXWKHUQ�
VXQ��+HU�IDFH�KDG�EHJXQ�VKRZLQJ�VLJQV�RI�WKH�PLOHDJH��ZULQNOHV�WR�
WKH�VLGHV�RI�KHU�H\HV��ULGJHV�WKDW�FDXJKW�WKH�GXVW�OLNH�VQRZGULIWV��

6KH�UHPHPEHUHG� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH�VKH·G�KHOG�D�SHQJXLQ� LQ�KHU�
KDQGV��D�ÀHUFH�OLWWOH�ODSGRJ��DOO�PXVFOH�DQG�PRWLRQ��IHOW�WKH�WLJKWO\�
ZRYHQ�IHDWKHUV��JULSSHG�WKDW�ÀUP��ÀEURXV�QHFN�DV�LWV�EHDN�WKUDVKHG�
GDQJHURXVO\�DERXW��6KH�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�MR\�RI�KROGLQJ�WKLV�FUHD-
WXUH�WKDW�VSHQW�PRVW�RI�LWV�OLIH�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��WKDW�RQO\�IRU�WKH�VDNH�
RI�UDLVLQJ�LWV�\RXQJ�ERWKHUHG�WR�VHW�IRRW�RQ�ODQG��WKDW�WKLV�JRUJHRXV�
awkward creation was now between her two straining hands. She 
QHYHU�IRUJRW�LW��+HU�WHDFKHU�ZDV�6KHOO\�6SDUNV��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
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UHVHDUFK�FDPS��ZKR�KDG�ODWHU�UHFUXLWHG�KHU�IRU�WKH�MRE�$QJHOD�KDG�
QRZ��WHDFKLQJ�'RXJ��

Shelly had waited four weeks before letting Angela handle 
D�ELUG��EXW�$QJHOD�ZDV�QRW�DV�SDWLHQW��QRW�DV� WKLFN�VNLQQHG��DQG�
ZKHQ�VKH�ÀUVW�EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�'RXJ��VKH�ZDV�TXLHWO\�SOHDVHG�
to have a handsome young man spending the day with her. She 
wanted to be the person Doug would remember for the rest of 
his life. The woman who taught him everything. The woman who 
said yes.

Hold the bird��VKH·G�WROG�KLP�WKDW�ÀUVW�WLPH��Firmly. Mind the 
beak. Grab the neck. 

Doug had been bitten so badly he had to be driven to Trelew 
IRU� VWLWFKHV��+LV� QDWXUDO� LQVWLQFW� KDG� EHHQ� WR� SXOO� DZD\�� EXW� WKH�
SHQJXLQ·V�VHUUDWHG�EHDN�KDG�KRRNHG�KLV�ÁHVK�WLJKWO\�DQG�KHOG�IDVW�
as Doug tore what was left of his hand away. It was like a Chinese 
ÀQJHU�SULVRQ��KH�MRNHG�DV�WKH�GRFWRU�VHZHG�WRJHWKHU�WKH�VLQHZ�RI�
his left hand. 

But Angela got what she wanted. He never forgot that day.
Now Doug used the goncho to pull the bird out of the hole 

E\�KLV�IHHW��WKHQ�FOXWFKHG�KLP�VZLIWO\�E\�WKH�EDFN�RI�KLV�QHFN��+H�
FODVSHG� WKH�QHFN�ZLWK�XQÁLQFKLQJ� FRQÀGHQFH�� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� WKH�
bird could not swing around and bite his arm. Angela slid the strap 
DURXQG�WKH�ELUG·V�ZDLVW��FLQFKHG�LW��DQG�DWWDFKHG�LW�WR�D�KDQG�KHOG�
scale. Then Doug let go.

7KH�ELUG�ÁDSSHG�LWV�ZLQJV�DQG�VQDSSHG�DW�WKH�DLU�DV�LW�WZLVWHG�
in circles. Angela read the weight aloud; Doug entered it into the 
notebook. Then Angela grabbed the bird and held him between 
KHU�OHJV��WR�PHDVXUH�WKH�IHHW��
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7KH�ZLQG�VKLIWHG��$QJHOD�KHDUG�DQ�HQJLQH�FRXJK��FRPLQJ�XS�
IRU�DLU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ZDYHV��6KH�ORRNHG�XS��KDOI�H[SHFWLQJ�WR�VHH�D�
ERDW�FUHVWLQJ�WKH�KLOO��WKHQ�KHDUG�D�VFUHDP��+HU�RZQ��7KH�SHQJXLQ�
KDG�ELWWHQ�WKH�VNLQ�EHWZHHQ�KHU�WKXPE�DQG�IRUHÀQJHU�

´'RXJ�� WDNH� KROG� RI� WKH� EHDN�µ� VKH� VDLG�� WU\LQJ� WR� UHPDLQ�
calm.

'RXJ�IXPEOHG�ZLWK� WKH�ELUG·V�ZLQJV��ÀQDOO\�JUDEELQJ�RQWR�
the head and prying the beak apart. Angela snatched her hand 
back. The bird squirted out beneath her knees and retreated to its 
nest. 

�$QJHOD·V�ÀQJHUOHVV�UDJJ�JORYH�ZDV�VKUHGGHG��DQG�EORRG�ZDV�
beginning to bubble through the crevices and soak through the 
fabric.

6KH�VWDUWHG�XS�WKH�KLOO��WRZDUG�WKH�VRXQG��'RXJ�IROORZHG�
´:KHUH�WKH�KHOO�DUH�\RX�JRLQJ"µ�VKH�VDLG�
Doug froze.
´:H·UH�QRW�GRQH�PHDVXULQJ�µ�VKH�WROG�KLP��´6WD\�KHUH��'RQ·W�

let that bird go anywhere.”
$QJHOD�VWRPSHG�XS� WKH�KLOO��DQJU\�ZLWK�KHUVHOI� IRU�PDNLQJ�

VXFK� DQ� DPDWHXU�PLVWDNH�� IRU� OHWWLQJ� HPRWLRQ�JHW� LQ� WKH�ZD\�RI�
science. 

7KH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�VKH�VDZ�DV�VKH�FUHVWHG�WKH�KLOO�ZHUH�ZKLWHFDSV�
blown backward. She felt her body pushed forward by the stam-
SHGLQJ�ZLQG��D�EUHH]H�WKDW�KDG�UROOHG�RII�WKH�$QGHV�DQG�JDWKHUHG�
speed over hundreds of miles of nothing. 

Then she saw him.
$�PDQ�SURVWUDWH�RQ�D�ÁDW�VWUHWFK�RI�URFNV�WKDW�H[WHQGHG�WZR�

KXQGUHG�\DUGV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�EHDFK��7KH�UHPQDQWV�RI�DQ�LQÁDWDEOH�
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ERDW��,W�ORRNHG�DV�LI�WKH�ERDW�KDG�H[SORGHG��VHQGLQJ�KLP�DQG�KLV�
belongings in all directions. 

6KH�KXUULHG�RYHU�VDQG�DQG�PXVVHO�FRYHUHG�URFNV��WKH�VRXQG�
of crunching shells in her ears as she neared him. He was face-
GRZQ�� D� ODUJH�PDQ� LQ� D� ÁXRUHVFHQW� \HOORZ� MDFNHW� DQG� DQ� HDUO\�
beard. The waves washed over his legs. She grabbed his arms and 
SXOOHG�KLP��DV�EHVW�VKH�FRXOG��DZD\�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU��$QG�LW�ZDV�
WKHQ�WKDW�WKH�ERG\�VWLUUHG�DQG�RSHQHG�LWV�H\HV��+H�FDPH�WR��DV�LI�
from a deep sleep. 

´:KDW"µ�KH�DVNHG�
“You were in the water.”
´*RGGDPQ�SLHFH�RI�VKLW�µ�KH�VDLG��ORRNLQJ�DURXQG��´7KH�HQ-

JLQH�ÁRRGHG��:DYH�WRVVHG�PH�µ
$QRWKHU�ZDYH�FUDVKHG��GUDJJLQJ�KLP�DFURVV�WKH�PXVVHOV�LQWR�

$QJHOD·V�VKLQV��QHDUO\�WDNLQJ�KHU�GRZQ��+H�VSLW�RXW�VDOW�ZDWHU�DQG�
ORRNHG� XS� DW� KHU�� FRQIXVHG�� 6KH� KHOSHG� KLP� WR� KLV� IHHW�� DQG� KH�
leaned on her until they reached sand. She saw smears of blood 
RQ�KLV�MDFNHW�DQG�DUPV�DQG�QHFN��6KH�VDW�KLP�GRZQ��SDZLQJ�DW�KLV�
FORWKLQJ��ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�VRXUFH�

´<RX·UH�KXUW�µ�VKH�VDLG�
“I’m wet.”
“You’re bleeding. You need a doctor.”
“No doctors.”
“But you’re bleeding.”
“There are people looking for me. People who wish to hurt 

PH��'R�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG"µ
She drew away from him. He had the look of a merchant 

marine—a reddened face that rarely saw sunscreen and lines on 
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his forehead and cheeks from a life spent squinting. He appeared 
WR�EH�LQ�KLV�HDUO\�IRUWLHV��DQG�ÀW��+LV�WKLFN��GDUN�KDLU�FRXOG�KDYH�
used a haircut six weeks ago. He looked her up and down in a 
GHOLEHUDWH�ZD\��DV�LI�KH�RQO\�MXVW�QRWLFHG�KHU�

´<RX·UH�WKH�RQH�ZKR·V�EOHHGLQJ�µ�KH�VDLG�
She glanced down to discover the source of all that blood. 

Her ragg glove was saturated and dripping. She felt the sting of 
VDOW�ZDWHU��6KH�UHPHPEHUHG�'RXJ�DQG�JODQFHG�XS�WKH�KLOO��UHOLHYHG�
to see it empty.

´/HW�PH�ORRN�DW�LW�µ�KH�VDLG��6KH�RIIHUHG�XS�KHU�KDQG�DQG�KH�
JHQWO\�SHHOHG�EDFN�WKH�PRLVW�ZRRO��´+RZ·G�WKLV�KDSSHQ"µ

“Penguin.”
+H�ORRNHG�XS�DW�KHU��´$�SHQJXLQ�GLG�WKLV"µ
6KH�QRGGHG��7KRXJK�KLV�IDFH�ZDV�VXQEXUQHG�DQG�URXJK��KLV�

H\HV�ZHUH�FDOP�DQG�VWHDG\��DQG�IRU�D�PRPHQW�$QJHOD�IRUJRW�WKH�
pain in her hand.

´$QG�,�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�KDYLQJ�D�EDG�GD\�µ�KH�VDLG�
Now was the time to return to camp and notify the authori-

WLHV��5HSRUW�ZKDW�VKH·G�VHHQ��VWLWFK�KHU�ZRXQG��GRFXPHQW� LWHPV�
UHFRYHUHG�� QRWH� FRRUGLQDWHV�� GDWH�� DQG� WLPH��1RUPDOO\� WKDW�ZDV�
what Angela would have done. She detested all nationalities of 
tourists and trespassers. 

Yet this man was neither. He was wet and shivering and 
needed her help. And she had a soft spot for strays.



Robert

$W� WKH� %XHQRV�$LUHV� DLUSRUW�� 5REHUW� KHOG� /\QGD·V� SLFWXUH��
VWXG\LQJ� WKH� IDFHV� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�ZDONLQJ� SDVW�� FRPLQJ� WKURXJK�
the automatic glass doors that separated customs from the out-
side world. He himself had emerged from behind those doors only 
DQ�KRXU�EHIRUH��ZHDU\�IURP�D�VOHHSOHVV�QLJKW��ZRQGHULQJ�KRZ�KH�
ZRXOG�PDNH�LW�WKURXJK�WKH�ORQJ�GD\�DKHDG��:LWK�RQH�PRUH�ÁLJKW�
WR�JR��DQG�D�SDUWQHU�\HW�WR�PHHW��KH·G�EHJXQ�WR�HQWHUWDLQ�WKRXJKWV�
of turning around and heading home. He tried to remind himself 
ZK\�KH·G�DJUHHG�WR�WKLV�DVVLJQPHQW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH��

+H�UHSOD\HG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�PRUQLQJ�LQ�KLV�KHDG��ZKHQ�*RUGRQ�
had phoned him awake and told him that Aeneas had turned up 
again. Like a bad penny��*RUGRQ�VDLG��+H�WROG�5REHUW�WR�SDFN�KLV�
EDJV�DQG�JHW�WR�WKH�RIÀFH��

%XW�5REHUW� KDG� VWD\HG� LQ� EHG�� VWDULQJ� DW� WKH� EDUH�ZDOOV� RI�
KLV�´QR�SHUVRQDOLW\µ�DSDUWPHQW��DV�DQ�ROG�JLUOIULHQG�RQFH�FDOOHG�LW��
She’d been right. He used to blame the lack of decoration on liv-
LQJ�KLV�OLIH�RQ�WKH�URDG��%XW�WKH�WUXWK�ZDV��DV�DQ�XQGHUFRYHU�DJHQW��
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Robert had assumed so many personalities over the years that he 
had begun to question which personality was his. 

Robert’s one meager attempt at interior decorating was a 
ODPLQDWHG�PDS�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��+H·G�KXQJ�LW�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ��SODQQLQJ�
WR�XVH�SXVKSLQV�WR�PDUN�HYHU\�SODFH�KH�KDG�YLVLWHG³$PVWHUGDP��
2VOR��2VDND��.XZDLW³EXW�KH�DEDQGRQHG�WKH�LGHD�ZKHQ�KH�UHDO-
L]HG�WKDW�PRVW�RI�WKRVH�WULSV�ZHUH�FODVVLÀHG��

$QG� WKDW�PRUQLQJ��DIWHU�KH·G�ÀQDOO\�JRWWHQ�RXW�RI�EHG�DQG�
GUHVVHG��KH·G�ZDQGHUHG�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�DQG�VWDUHG�DW�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�
UHDFKHV�RI�WKH�PDS��DW�WKH�WLQ\�LVODQGV�RI�6YDOEDUG��WZR�KXQGUHG�
PLOHV�QRUWK�RI�1RUZD\��MXVW�EHORZ�WKH�SRODU�LFH�FDS��3ODFHV�5REHUW�
KDG�QHDUO\�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�HUDVLQJ�IURP�PHPRU\��XQWLO�*RUGRQ�KDG�
called and mentioned Aeneas. 

:KHQ�5REHUW�KDG�HQWHUHG�*RUGRQ·V�SHUHQQLDOO\�XQOLW�RIÀFH��
*RUGRQ�ZDV�UHFOLQHG�LQ�KLV�FKDLU��IHHW�RQ�WKH�GHVN��NH\ERDUG�RQ�
KLV�ODS��3HRSOH�RIWHQ�PLVWRRN�WKH�SRVWXUH�IRU�OD]LQHVV��EXW�5REHUW�
knew it was intentional. Gordon once said the fastest way to get 
promoted at the Bureau was to pretend you didn’t want to get 
promoted. Robert wondered whether Gordon’s emerging paunch 
ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�GLVJXLVH��EXW�KH�ZDVQ·W�DERXW�WR�DVN��*RUGRQ�ZDV�
RQO\�D�IHZ�\HDUV�ROGHU�WKDQ�5REHUW�EXW�ORRNHG�WZLFH�WKDW��KHDY\-
VHW��ZLWK�D�EDOGLQJ�KHDG�IUDPHG�E\�ZLVSV�RI�WKLQ�EORQG�KDLU�DQG�
wire-rimmed glasses.

Robert walked to the window and pulled open the vertical 
EOLQGV�WR�OHW�LQ�VRPH�OLJKW��UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�WRS�KDOI�RI�D�QDNHG�WUHH��
7KH�QLJKW·V�LFH�VWRUP�KDG�OHIW�D�VKHHQ�RQ�LWV�EUDQFKHV��DQG�WKH\�
hung low under the weight. A dense layer of clouds threatened 
more of the same. Robert normally would have welcomed the 
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FKDQJH� LQ� VFHQHU\�EURXJKW� DERXW� E\� D� QHZ�DVVLJQPHQW�� EXW� QRW�
this time. He could feel Gordon watching him but resisted the urge 
to turn around. 

Don’t you want to know what he did? Gordon asked.
Not particularly.
I’d have thought you would relish a second shot at him.
And I’d have thought I would’ve graduated to pursuing real 

terrorists by now.
Oh, he’s real, Gordon said. Aeneas, too, has graduated. To 

negligent manslaughter.
5REHUW�WXUQHG�WR�VHH�LI�*RUGRQ�ZDV�MRNLQJ��+H�ZDVQ·W��Ae-

neas may be good at protecting animals��*RUGRQ� VDLG��but he’s 
not so good at protecting people. He let one of his crew members, 
a woman, die up in the North Atlantic. Details are sketchy be-
cause nobody’s talking. She was estranged from her parents, and 
they want it kept quiet as well. But they’ve got connections in the 
Bureau, which is all we need to know. And, frankly, it was just a 
matter of time before he gave us another reason to come after him.

5REHUW�KDG�ORRNHG�EDFN�RXW�WKH�ZLQGRZ��DW�WKH�WUHH��DW�RQH�
VDGO\�VDJJLQJ�EUDQFK��+H�IHOW�WKH�XUJH�WR�H[LW�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��FOLPE�
WKH� WUHH�� VKDNH� WKH� LFH� RII�� *LYH� WKH� EUDQFK� D� EUHDN� IURP� WKH�
weight. A little temporary insanity might give Robert a break as 
ZHOO��D�ZHHN�RII�IURP�ZRUN��DQ�H[FXVH��+H�NQHZ�KH�GLGQ·W�QHHG�
DQ�H[FXVH��KH�FRXOG�MXVW�VD\�QR��*RUGRQ�FHUWDLQO\�RZHG�KLP��%DFN�
ZKHQ�*RUGRQ�KDG�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�XQGHUFRYHU��ZLWK�5REHUW�MXVW�RXW�
RI�WKH�$FDGHP\��DQ�DUPV�GHDOHU�LQ�/RQJ�%HDFK�GLVFRYHUHG�D�PL-
crophone in Gordon’s briefcase—and Robert put a bullet in the 
PDQ·V�KHDG�MXVW�DV�KH�ZDV�DERXW�WR�SXW�RQH�LQ�*RUGRQ·V��
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But Robert couldn’t say no. He’d been the one to open this 
FDVH�ÀYH�\HDUV�DJR��DQG�KH�NQHZ�KH�QHHGHG�WR�EH�WKH�RQH�WR�FORVH�
it.

6WLOO�� KH�ZLVKHG�KH�KDGQ·W� EHHQ�DVVLJQHG�D�SDUWQHU�� WKDW�KH�
wasn’t still waiting for her at the increasingly crowded airport 
WHUPLQDO�� +H� QRWLFHG� D� ZRPDQ� DSSURDFKLQJ� UDSLGO\�� SXOOLQJ� D�
ZKHHOHG�FDUU\�RQ�EDJ��DQG�KH�VWHSSHG�DVLGH�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�KHU�ZD\��
%XW�VKH�VWRSSHG��ULJKW�LQ�IURQW�RI�KLP�

´<RX�5REHUW"µ�VKH�DVNHG��6KH�ZRUH�D�5HG�6R[�FDS�WKDW�FRY-
ered her short blonde hair. 

Robert looked again at the picture; he’d expected a brunette. 
The woman smiled. “That photo’s from when I was working out 
RI�%RVWRQ��,·P�LQ�WKH�0LDPL�RIÀFH�QRZ��*RWWD�EOHQG�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�
locals. I’m Lynda.” She gave his hand a quick shake then started 
RII��6KH�ZDV�VKRUWHU�WKDQ�5REHUW�H[SHFWHG��EXW�VKH�FDUULHG�KHUVHOI�
ZLWK� D� VZDJJHU� WKDW�PDGH�XS� IRU� LW�� ´:H·YH�JRW� WR�PRWRU�µ� VKH�
FDOOHG�EDFN�WR�KLP��´1H[W�ÁLJKW�OHDYHV�LQ�WHQ�PLQXWHV�µ

5REHUW�IROORZHG�D�VWHS�EHKLQG��6KH�ZDV�VWLOO�WDONLQJ��EXW�KH�
FRXOGQ·W�KHDU�KHU�RYHU�WKH�SXEOLF�DGGUHVV�V\VWHP��DQG�KH�JRW�WKH�
sense that she didn’t care if he heard her anyway. 

2Q� WKH�SODQH��5REHUW� WRRN� WKH�ZLQGRZ� VHDW� DQG�� DV�/\QGD�
FRQWLQXHG�KHU�IULHQGO\�FKDWWHU��KH�ZDWFKHG�%XHQRV�$LUHV�GLVDSSHDU�
EHQHDWK�WKH�FORXGV��7KHQ�VKH�VZLWFKHG�JHDUV��EURXJKW�XS�WKH�FDVH��
and he started to listen.

/\QGD�WROG�KLP�WKDW�%UD]LOLDQ�WUDZOHUV�RII�WKH�FRDVW�RI�)RU-
WDOH]D�KDG�ÀUVW�VLJKWHG�$HQHDV·V�VKLS��WKH�Arctic Tern��)LVKHUPHQ�
ZHUH��E\�QDWXUH��D�VXVSLFLRXV�ORW��DQG�WKH\�WRRN�WKH�ERDW�IRU�D�FRP-
petitor. She said they’d reported that the Tern was headed south. 
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And she had a warrant for Aeneas’s arrest.
´6R�ZKDW·V�\RXU�VWRU\�ZLWK�WKLV�JX\"µ�VKH�DVNHG�
“I don’t have a story.” 
´7KHQ�ZK\�DUH�\RX�KHUH"µ
“Ask Gordon.”
´,�GLG��$OO�KH�WROG�PH�ZDV�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�,�'��KLP��&DQ�\RX"µ
Robert nodded. 
´:HOO��WKDW·V�D�VWDUW��,I�DOO�JRHV�ZHOO��\RX·OO�EH�SRLQWLQJ�KLP�

out by nightfall. Gordon pulled some strings with the Argentines. 
There’s a naval cutter waiting for us in Puerto Madryn loaded with 
enough men and arms to invade Panama.” 

(YHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�VXGGHQO\�PRYLQJ�TXLFNO\��WRR�TXLFNO\��7KH�
Tern’s� FRRUGLQDWHV�� WKH�$UJHQWLQH� FXWWHU�� 6XFFHVV� VHHPHG� LQHYL-
WDEOH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�D�JRRG�WKLQJ�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�FKDVLQJ�
anyone else. But Aeneas in handcuffs seemed more dangerous to 
5REHUW�WKDQ�$HQHDV�RQ�WKH�UXQ��7KH�VWRULHV�$HQHDV�FRXOG�WHOO��RQFH�
FDSWXUHG��WR�DQ\RQH�ZLWKLQ�HDUVKRW��+RZ�/\QGD�ZRXOG�UHDFW�LI�VKH�
OHDUQHG�WKH�UHDO�UHDVRQ�$HQHDV�HVFDSHG�XQGHU�KLV�ZDWFK�ÀYH�\HDUV�
DJR��7KH�QHZ�FDVHV�*RUGRQ�FRXOG�RSHQ�MXVW�DV�WKLV�RQH�ZDV�EHLQJ�
closed.

Robert began to imagine scenarios that would result in the 
XVH�RI�OHWKDO�IRUFH��7KH�LPDJHV�ZHUHQ·W�KDUG�WR�FRQMXUH³$HQHDV�
UDLVLQJ�D�VKRWJXQ��$HQHDV�SOD\LQJ�.DPLND]H�ZLWK�KLV�VKLS³JLYLQJ�
5REHUW�DQ�H[FXVH�WR�UHDFW�ZLWK�D�ZHOO�SODFHG�URXQG��H[WLQJXLVKLQJ��
ÀQDOO\��WKH�PDQ�DQG�KLV�VWRULHV��([WLQJXLVKLQJ�WKH�PHPRULHV��RQFH�
and for all. 

´<RX·UH�QRW�DOO�WKDW�FKDWW\��DUH�\RX��%REE\"µ
Robert turned away from the window. Lynda wore a sly 
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VPLOH��ZKLFK�SXOOHG�KLV�PLQG�EDFN�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��+H�IRUFHG�D�JULQ�
and shook his head.

´/LNH�P\�KXVEDQG�µ�VKH�VDLG�ZLWK�D�VKUXJ��´:H·OO�JHW�DORQJ�
MXVW�ÀQH�µ

6

$V�SURPLVHG��WKH�ARA Roca��D�IRXU�VWRU\�JXQPHWDO�ZDUVKLS��
was waiting for them when their taxi arrived at Puerto Madryn 
harbor. 

´,I�RQO\�WKH�%XUHDX�PRYHG�WKLV�IDVW� LQ�JHWWLQJ�PH�D�UDLVH�µ�
Lynda said as she and Robert hurried up the boarding ramp. 

5REHUW�ORRNHG�XS�DW�WKH�JXQV��DW�WKH�PHQ�LQ�XQLIRUP��DQG�IHOW�
a twinge of embarrassment. He imagined what Aeneas would say 
at such a display of might—All this, for little old me?—and didn’t 
NQRZ�ZKDW�ERWKHUHG�KLP�PRUH��WKH�YHULWDEOH�DUP\�EHIRUH�KLP�RU�
the fact that he had begun imagining what Aeneas would say.

/\QGD� VWRSSHG� LQ� WKH�EULGJH�� DQG�5REHUW�KHDUG�KHU� WDONLQJ�
to the captain in Spanish while he took up position outside on the 
ZLQJ�GHFN��RII�WKH�VWDUERDUG�VLGH�RI�WKH�EULGJH��ZKLFK�JDYH�KLP�
a panoramic view of the water below. He could still see Lynda 
LQVLGH�� ODXJKLQJ� DW� VRPHWKLQJ� WKH� FDSWDLQ� VDLG�� 6KH�ZDV�ÁLUWLQJ�
ZLWK�KLP³D�VKRUW�PDQ�LQ�KLV�IRUWLHV��WULP��ZLWK�GDUN�KDLU�DQG�WKH�
matching requisite mustache—and Robert felt his body begin to 
UHOD[��NQRZLQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�WKLQJV��,W�ZDV�QLFH��IRU�
WKH�WLPH�EHLQJ��WR�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK�KH�ZHUH�QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�SDVVHQJHU�

:LWKLQ� D� IHZ�PLQXWHV�� WKH� ERDW� ZDV� LQ� RSHQ�ZDWHU�� XQGHU�
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D� FORXGOHVV� VN\��:KHQ� /\QGD� MRLQHG� KLP� DW� WKH� UDLOLQJ�� 5REHUW�
KRSHG�WKDW�WKH�VWLII�KHDGZLQG��ZKLFK�PDGH�WDONLQJ�GLIÀFXOW��PLJKW�
keep her silent. But Lynda had a loud voice and stood extra close.

´&DSWDLQ�=DPRUD�VD\V�ZH·UH�QRW�IDU�µ�VKH�VDLG��´$�ÀVKHUPDQ�
sighted the Tern� MXVW�DQ�KRXU�DJR��QRW�IDU�IURP�KHUH��:H�VKRXOG�
call Gordon and give him an update.” She looked at Robert ex-
pectantly.

´:KDW�GR�\RX�PHDQ��we"µ�5REHUW�DVNHG�
“You’ve got the satellite phone. He’s your boss.”
´,·OO�FDOO�KLP�ZKHQ�ZH·YH�JRW�DFWXDO�QHZV��:KDW·V�WKH�UXVK"µ
´/RRN��%REE\��,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�DERXW�\RX��EXW�,·YH�JRW�WR�VWDUW�

scoring some points with upper management. I wasn’t sent down 
KHUH�IRU�P\�KHDOWK��LI�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�PHDQ��<RX�GR�NQRZ�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�LQ�0LDPL��GRQ·W�\RX"µ

“I read the report.” 
´7KDW·V� WKH�RIÀFLDO� VWRU\�µ� VKH� VDLG��´1RW� WKH�HQWLUH� VWRU\�µ�

Lynda began to tell Robert about her attempt to capture Aeneas in 
WKH�3RUW�RI�0LDPL��PXFK�RI�LW�D�UHKDVK�RI�ZKDW�KH·G�DOUHDG\�UHDG��
6R�KH�UDLVHG�KLV�ELQRFXODUV��IRFXVLQJ�PRUH�RQ�WKH�KRUL]RQ�WKDQ�RQ�
her story.

6KH·G�KDG�RQO\�WKUHH�DJHQWV�WR�GR�D�ÀYH�DJHQW�MRE³URXQG�
the-clock surveillance of the Arctic Tern. It would have been sim-
SOH��VKH�WROG�KLP��LI�RQO\�VKH·G�KDG�WKH�PDQSRZHU��7KH�&DQDGLDQV�
KDG�SXOOHG� WKH�ERDW·V� UHJLVWUDWLRQ��7KH�)%,�KDG�REWDLQHG�D�ZDU-
rant on the captain. The Coast Guard was on high alert. All they 
QHHGHG�ZDV�D�SRVLWLYH�,�'��RI�$HQHDV��DQG�WKH\�ZRXOG�PRYH�LQ�DQG�
make the arrest.

$QG�WKHQ�FDPH�WKH�ERPE�WKUHDWV��WZR�RI�WKHP��ÀIWHHQ�PLQ-
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utes apart. Two fully loaded passenger ships—one about to depart 
DQG�RQH�MXVW�DUULYHG³KDG�WR�EH�HYDFXDWHG��0RUH�WKDQ�VHYHQ�WKRX-
VDQG�SHRSOH�VSLOOHG�RXW�RQWR�SLHUV��KHUGHG�E\�6:$7�WHDPV��ERPE�
VQLIÀQJ�FDQLQHV��DQG�79�FDPHUDV��7KH�QH[W�GD\��/\QGD�WUDFHG�WKH�
calls to a cell phone on a ship that slipped out of the harbor during 
all the commotion—the Arctic Tern.

´1RZ�IRU�WKH�SDUW�,�OHIW�RXW�RI�WKH�UHSRUW�µ�VKH�VDLG��´<RX�VHH��
I was the only one on surveillance that afternoon. The only one. 
$QG�,�JHW�WKLV�FDOO�RQ�P\�FHOO��)UDQNOLQ�%LPOHU��KH�VD\V�KLV�QDPH�
LV��RXW�RI�&RXQWHUWHUURULVW�2SHUDWLRQV��<RX�NQRZ�WKLV�JX\"µ

Robert shook his head.
“Of course not. Neither did I. Bimler tells me he’s got urgent 

information but he can’t tell me because he thinks people are lis-
tening in via parabolic microphone—because I’m outside at the 
WLPH��6R�,�OHDYH�P\�SRVW�DQG�JHW�LQWR�P\�FDU��DQG�WKDW·V�ZKHQ�DOO�
hell breaks loose with the cruise ships.”

´6R"µ
´6R�� WKHUH�ZDV�QR�)UDQNOLQ�%LPOHU��1RW�RQ� WKH�SKRQH��1RW�

DQ\ZKHUH��,�UDQ�D�VHDUFK�RQ�WKH�JX\��DQG�WKHUH·V�QRERG\�E\�WKDW�
name in the Bureau.”

´)UDQNOLQ�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�$HQHDV�µ
´,�FRQVLGHUHG�WKDW��,�GLG��%XW�KRZ·G�$HQHDV�JHW�P\�QXPEHU"µ
“He’s good.”
´,�GRQ·W�NQRZ��+RZ·G�KH�HYHQ�NQRZ�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�WKH�FDVH"µ
´<RX�WKLQN�WKDW�VRPHRQH�LQ�WKH�%XUHDX�VHW�\RX�XS"µ
“Crazier things have happened.”
´<RX·UH�JHWWLQJ�SDUDQRLG��/\QGD��$HQHDV�ZLOO�GR�WKDW�WR�\RX�µ
“I suppose.”
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´:K\�GLGQ·W�\RX�SXW�WKDW�LQ�\RXU�UHSRUW"µ
´%HFDXVH� ,� OHIW�P\� GDPQ� SRVW�� WKDW·V�ZK\�� ,� JRW� GXSHG�� ,W�

ZDV�EDG�HQRXJK�,�OHW�KLP�JHW�DZD\��:RXOG�\RX�KDYH�SXW�LW�LQ�your 
UHSRUW"µ

He wouldn’t have. There were a lot of things he’d left out 
RI�KLV�RZQ�UHSRUW�RQ�$HQHDV��+H�ORRNHG�DW�/\QGD��ZKR�ZDV�VWLOO�
ZDWFKLQJ�KLP��DQG�ZRQGHUHG�KRZ�PXFK�VKH�NQHZ��

´,W�ZDV�$HQHDV�µ�5REHUW�VDLG�� WXUQLQJ�DZD\�DQG�UDLVLQJ�KLV�
binoculars again. “Trust me.”

“Ballenas!” shouted one of the uniformed men standing be-
ORZ�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�GHFN��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�PDQ·V�SRLQWHG�ÀQJHU��5REHUW�
VFDQQHG�WKH�KRUL]RQ��WKHQ�EURDGHQHG�KLV�YLHZLQJ�DUF��+H�]RRPHG�
RXW�� WKHQ�EDFN� LQ��EXW�KH�GLG�QRW�VHH�DQ\�VKLSV��+H� ORZHUHG� WKH�
binoculars and turned to Lynda.

´:KDOHV�µ�VKH�H[SODLQHG��´,�WKLQN�µ
“You think"�,�WKRXJKW�\RX�ZHUH�ÁXHQW�µ
´,� DP�� 7KH\� VSHDN� D� GLIIHUHQW� 6SDQLVK� KHUH�µ� /\QGD� VDLG��

“The double el has a jha sound. Always throws me.”
5REHUW� UHWXUQHG�KLV�H\HV� WR� WKH�ZDWHU� MXVW�DV� WKH�QRVH�RI�D�

ZKDOH� HPHUJHG��PLVVLOH�OLNH�� RII� WKH� ULJKW� VLGH� RI� WKH� VKLS��7KH�
JUD\�PDUEOHG�PRQVWHU�URVH�WHQ�IHHW��WZHQW\�IHHW��DQJOHG��WKHQ�IHOO�
sideways into the water. 

´,�ZDV�ULJKW�µ�/\QGD�UHDFKHG�LQWR�KHU�EDFNSDFN��SXOOLQJ�RXW�
D�FDPHUD��/RRNLQJ�GRZQ��5REHUW�FRXQWHG�ÀYH�PHQ�LQ�XQLIRUP�GR-
LQJ�WKH�VDPH��DLPLQJ�WKHLU�FHOO�SKRQHV�DQG�SRFNHW�FDPHUDV��

´)LYH�VXPPHUV�GUDJJLQJ�P\�QHSKHZV�WKURXJK�%RVWRQ�+DU-
ERU�µ�/\QGD�VDLG��´DQG�ZH�QHYHU�VDZ�VR�PXFK�DV�D�ÀQ��7KH\·UH�QRW�
gonna believe this.”
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$IWHU�JHWWLQJ�KHU�ÀOO�RI�SKRWRJUDSKV��VKH�EHJDQ�WR�ÁLS�WKURXJK�
D�WUDYHO�JXLGH��´0XVW�EH�D�VRXWKHUQ�ULJKW�ZKDOH�µ�VKH�VDLG��´7KLV�
is where they give birth and raise their young. And did you know 
WKHUH�DUH�SHQJXLQ�FRORQLHV�DORQJ� WKH�VKRUHOLQH"�$ORQJ�ZLWK�HOH-
phant seals and blue-eyed shags. Maybe we can swing by there on 
RXU�ZD\�EDFN��KH\��%REE\"µ�

´7KLV�LVQ·W�D�YDFDWLRQ�µ�KH�VDLG�
She shrugged. “Might as well get something out of it besides 

IUHTXHQW�Á\HU�PLOHV�µ�
Suddenly the ship turned sharply left and coughed up a thick 

blast of smoke. Robert grabbed the railing to avoid losing his bal-
DQFH��7KH�WZR�RIÀFHUV�VWDQGLQJ�QH[W�WR�WKHP�EHJDQ�WDONLQJ�UDSLGO\�

´:KDW�DUH�WKH\�VD\LQJ"µ�5REHUW�DVNHG�
“Looks like we’ve got a runner.” Lynda stepped back into the 

EULGJH��5REHUW�FORVH�EHKLQG��+H�FRXOG�PDNH�RXW�WKUHH�VPDOO�VKLSV�
RQ�WKH�RWKHUZLVH�ÁDW�KRUL]RQ��7KH�RQH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH��D�PHGLXP�
VL]HG�ÀVKLQJ� WUDZOHU�� DSSHDUHG�D� OLJKWHU� VKDGH��SRVVLEO\�SDLQWHG�
ZKLWH��,W�HPLWWHG�FORXGV�RI�VPRNH��HYLGHQFH�WKDW�LW��WRR��ZDV�LQ�D�
hurry. 

As the Roca� EHJDQ� WR� FDWFK�XS��5REHUW�ZDWFKHG� WKH�ZKLWH�
ship expand in size until he could count the number of decks 
(three) and estimate the length (150 feet). Yet he did not recognize 
the ship itself.

´7KDW·V�LW�µ�/\QGD�VDLG��´7KDW·V�RXU�VKLS�µ
Robert looked again and realized that he had been searching 

IRU� VRPHWKLQJ�PXFK� VPDOOHU�� WKH� ERDW� KH·G� VDLOHG� RQ�ÀYH� \HDUV�
DJR��7KH�VKLS�DKHDG�ZDV�ODUJHU��SUREDEO\�D�UHF\FOHG�FRPPHUFLDO�
ÀVKLQJ� WUDZOHU�ZLWK� LFH�UHLQIRUFHG�KXOOV��5REHUW� WKRXJKW� RI�$H-
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QHDV�XVLQJ�D�IRUPHU�ÀVKLQJ�YHVVHO� WR�DWWDFN�ÀVKHUPHQ��DQG�KRZ�
much Aeneas would relish the irony. He’d probably acquired the 
ERDW�IURP�WKH�5XVVLDQV�RU�WKH�1RUZHJLDQV³WKH�ÀVKHUPHQ�WKURZQ�
RXW�RI�ZRUN�E\�GHFOLQLQJ�FRG�VWRFNV�RU�VRPH�RWKHU�RYHUÀVKHG�VSH-
cies. It’s time someone put this boat to a noble use��KH�ZRXOG�VD\��

The Tern ran for a few minutes more before slowing to a halt. 
Because Canada had pulled the Tern’s�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��LW�ZDV�QRZ�D�
VKLS�ZLWK�QR�FRXQWU\��PHDQLQJ�LW�FRXOG�EH�ERDUGHG�E\�DQ\�QDWLRQ�
at any time. Not that Robert needed an excuse. They already had 
WKH�ZDUUDQW��6WLOO��KH�UHDOL]HG��WKLV�ZDV�DOO�WRR�HDV\��$HQHDV�ZRXOG�
not have stopped running. 

The Argentine captain radioed the Tern�EXW�JRW�QR�UHVSRQVH��
DQG� KH� EHJDQ� VSHDNLQJ� WR� KLV� RIÀFHUV� LQ� UDSLG�ÀUH� 6SDQLVK��$V�
/\QGD�OLVWHQHG�LQ�RQ�WKH�FKDWWHU��5REHUW�VWHSSHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�EULGJH�
to call Gordon on the satellite phone. 

5REHUW�SDFHG�WKH�GHFN�XQWLO�KH�JRW�D�FOHDU�VLJQDO��WKHQ�ZUHV-
tled with an unresponsive keypad before giving up and tossing the 
SKRQH�EDFN�LQWR�KLV�EDFNSDFN��,I�WKH\�ZHUH�FKDVLQJ�UHDO�WHUURULVWV��
5REHUW�ZRXOG�KDYH�WKH�ODWHVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�VDWSKRQH��SOXV�D�EDFNXS��
But not here. Everything down here was old and used. Second-
hand. Including him. 

%\�QRZ��WKH\�KDG�SXOOHG�ZLWKLQ�D�IRRWEDOO�ÀHOG·V�GLVWDQFH�RI�
the Tern��7KH�VKLS��SDLQWHG�ZKLWH�IURP�PDVW�WR�ERZ��ORRNHG�OLNH�D�
8�6��&RDVW�*XDUG�FXWWHU��ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKUHH�ODUJH�EODFN�
OHWWHUV�SDLQWHG�RQ�HDFK�VLGH�RI� WKH�KXOO��&'$��IRU�&HWDFHDQ�'H-
fense Alliance. The name R/V Arctic Tern was visible in smaller 
OHWWHUV��WKH�´5�9µ�LQGLFDWLQJ�UHVHDUFK��7KHUH�ZDV��RI�FRXUVH��QR�UH-
search being done aboard the Tern��MXVW�DV�ZKDOLQJ�VKLSV�FODLPHG�
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to be research vessels without ever publishing a single study. If the 
Japanese are going to play the research card��$HQHDV�DOZD\V�VDLG��
so will we. And on the side of the bridge were painted a dozen 
EODFN�FKHFNPDUNV��RQH�IRU�HDFK�ZKDOLQJ�YHVVHO�VXQN�RU�GLVDEOHG�
by the CDA over the years. Robert had been a witness to one of 
those checkmarks.

/\QGD�DQG�5REHUW�VWHSSHG�LQWR�D�ORZHUHG�=RGLDF��DQG�D�FUHZ�
PHPEHU�IHUULHG�WKHP�RYHU�WKH�FKRS��IROORZHG�E\�D�GR]HQ�PHQ�LQ�
XQLIRUP��/\QGD�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�XS�WKH�ODGGHU�RQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�WKH�Tern. 
5REHUW� KHOG� EDFN�� ZDWFKLQJ� DV� WKH� XQLIRUPV� SXOOHG� WKHPVHOYHV�
DERDUG��RQH�E\�RQH��XQWLO�KH�ZDV�DORQH�ZLWK�WKH�GULYHU��

+H·G�WULHG�WR�EUDFH�KLPVHOI�IRU�WKLV�YR\DJH�LQWR�KLV�SDVW��IRU�
WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�ROG�ZRXQGV��PRVWO\�KLV�RZQ��%XW�QRZ�KH�FRXOG�IHHO�
KLV�ERG\�WHQVLQJ��KLV�KHDUW�DFFHOHUDWLQJ��:KDW�LI�VRPHRQH�XS�WKHUH�
UHFRJQL]HG�KLP��ZKDW�LI�VRPH�IUDJPHQW�IURP�KLV�SDVW�GLG�HPHUJH"�
0RUH�LPSRUWDQW��KH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�KH�ZRXOG�UHDFW�RQFH�KH�FDPH�
IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�$HQHDV�DIWHU� DOO� WKLV� WLPH��ZLWK�DOO� WKH�KLVWRU\�
between them.

5REHUW�KHDUG�D� VKRXW� IURP�DERYH��/\QGD�� ORRNLQJ�GRZQ�DW�
KLP��ZDYHG�KLP�XS��+H�UHDFKHG�GRZQ�DQG�PDGH�VXUH�KLV�JXQ�ZDV�
KROVWHUHG��VDIHW\�RII��7KHQ�KH�WRRN�D�GHHS�EUHDWK��VOLG�RQ�KLV�VXQ-
JODVVHV��DQG�JUDEEHG�RQWR�WKH�ODGGHU��

Assembled in front of him on the rear deck were about two 
GR]HQ�NLGV��GUHDGORFNHG�DQG�WDWWRRHG��$�IHZ�ZRUH�ZKLWH�W�VKLUWV�
ZLWK�WKH�&'$�ORJR³D�EODFN�VLOKRXHWWH�RI�D�ZKDOH�ÁXNH�ZLWK�WKH�
letters CDA superimposed in white. Most of the crew wore sec-
RQG�KDQG�ÁDQQHOV�DQG�ÁHHFH�� ULSSHG� MHDQV��ÁLS�ÁRSV��$V�5REHUW�
UHYLHZHG�WKH�IDFHV�EHQHDWK�WKH�EHDUGV�DQG�SLHUFLQJV��KH�EHJDQ�WR�
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EUHDWKH�PRUH�HDVLO\��WKDQNIXO�WKDW�WKH�&'$�GLG�QRW�SD\�D�VDODU\��
ensuring a high rate of turnover. He did not recognize a single 
IDFH�� DQG� KH� ZDV� JURZLQJ� RSWLPLVWLF� WKDW� QRERG\� UHFRJQL]HG�
KLP³ZKLFK�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH��DV�/\QGD�KDG�DSSDUHQWO\� OHIW� WKH� LQ-
troductions to him. 

´:H·UH�ZLWK�WKH�)%,�µ�KH�VDLG��´,·P�$JHQW�3RUWHU�DQG�WKLV�LV�
$JHQW�0DGLJDQ��:H·UH�KHUH�WR�H[HFXWH�DQ�DUUHVW�ZDUUDQW�IRU�1HLO�
Patrick Cameron.”

´:KR"µ�DVNHG�D�JDQJO\��XQVKDYHQ�PDQ�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�
´$HQHDV�µ�5REHUW�VDLG�
´$UH�\RX�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKLV�YHVVHO"µ�/\QGD�DVNHG�
“In a manner of speaking.”
´:KDW·V�WKDW�VXSSRVHG�WR�PHDQ"µ�/\QGD�VDLG�
“I’m the chef.”
0XWHG� ODXJKWHU� HPDQDWHG� IURP� WKH� FURZG�� )RU� D� VKLS� WKDW�

ZDV�RQ�WKH�UXQ�� WKHVH�SHRSOH�DSSHDUHG�DZIXOO\�UHOD[HG��3HUKDSV�
WKH\�ZHUH�EOXIÀQJ��SHUKDSV�$HQHDV�ZDV�KLGLQJ�VRPHZKHUH�EHORZ��
%XW�5REHUW�KDG�D�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�ORQJ�JRQH��WKDW�$HQHDV�DJDLQ�
had managed to stay a few steps ahead. The only times he ever got 
FDSWXUHG�ZHUH�WLPHV�KH�FKRVH�WR�EH�FDSWXUHG��/LNH�LQ�,FHODQG��GXU-
LQJ�&'$·V�ÀUVW�\HDU��$HQHDV�VXQN�WKUHH�ZKDOLQJ�VKLSV�DQG�HOXGHG�
D�ÁHHW�RI�QDYDO�DQG�FRDVW�JXDUG�VKLSV�IRU�VL[�PRQWKV��7KHQ��RQH�
DIWHUQRRQ�LQ�2FWREHU��KH�VDLOHG�LQWR�5H\NMDYtN�KDUERU�DQG�WXUQHG�
KLPVHOI� LQ��+H·G�ZDQWHG� D� KLJK�SURÀOH� WULDO�� ,FHODQG�� IHDUIXO� RI�
QHJDWLYH�SXEOLFLW\��VWXFN�KLP�RQ�D�SODQH�WR�/RQGRQ�DQG�EDUUHG�KLP�
from ever returning. 

$HQHDV�ZDV�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�WKH�JDPH�RI�FDW�DQG�PRXVH��D�WUDLW�
Robert envied when he’d been on the side of the mouse. Now that 
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KH�ZDV�WKH�SUHGDWRU��KH�IHOW�SUHGLFWDEOH�DQG�VORZ��<HW�KH�KDG�OLWWOH�
FKRLFH�EXW�WR�FRQWLQXH�DORQJ�WKLV�SUHRUGDLQHG�SDWK��WR�JR�WKURXJK�
WKH�PRWLRQV�� VHDUFK� WKH� VKLS�� DVN� SRLQWHG� TXHVWLRQV�� LJQRUH� WKH�
laughter. 

5REHUW�ORRNHG�DW�/\QGD��´<RX�ZDQW�WR�GR�WKH�KRQRUV"µ
“My pleasure.” She said something in Spanish as she led the 

ZD\�LQWR� WKH�VKLS��D� IHZ�RI� WKH�$UJHQWLQHV�IROORZLQJ�KHU��D� IHZ�
heading for the bridge. 

´<RX�DOO�VWD\�ULJKW�KHUH�µ�5REHUW�WROG�WKH�FUHZ�RQ�WKH�GHFN��
He knew that the faces staring back at him knew where Aeneas 
ZDV��DQG�KH�NQHZ�MXVW�DV�ZHOO�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRW�JLYH�XS�WKHLU�
OHDGHU��$V�5REHUW�SDFHG�WKH�GHFN��KH�HQYLVLRQHG�WKH�XQLIRUPV�EH-
ORZ��RSHQLQJ�GRRUV��ORFNHUV��DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW�PLJKW�FRQWDLQ�D�KHDY\-
VHW�PDQ�RI�MXVW�RYHU�VL[�IHHW��7KH\�ZRXOG��KH�UHDOL]HG��FRPH�XS�
empty handed. 

The chef stepped forward. “About how long do you expect 
WKLV�RSHQ�KRXVH�WR�ODVW"µ

´8QWLO�ZH�ÀQG�KLP�µ
´,·YH�JRW�IRRG�RQ�WKH�FRRNHU�µ�KH�VDLG�
“It can wait.”
´,�DP�TXLWH�VHULRXV�µ�WKH�FKHI�VDLG��´:H�FRXOG�KDYH�D�ÀUH�LQ�

the galley if I don’t get down there.”
´7HOO�PH�ZKHUH�$HQHDV�LV��DQG�,·OO�OHW�\RX�JR�µ
“I don’t know where he is.”
“Then tell me where you dropped him off.”
“I work all the way down there. I don’t know what goes on 

up here.”
“Then tell me who does.”
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´,�GR�µ�$�WDOO�ZRPDQ�LQ�D�UHG�ÁHHFH�MDFNHW�DQG�ZUDSDURXQG�
sunglasses emerged from behind the crowd. 

´:KR�DUH�\RX"µ�5REHUW�DVNHG�
´,·P�WKH�FDSWDLQ�µ
“Aeneas is the captain.”
“Aeneas isn’t here.”
The woman—somewhere in her thirties—had the hardened 

ORRN�RI�D�WULDWKOHWH��ZLWK�FORVH�FURSSHG�EORQG�KDLU�DQG�GDUN�VNLQ�
blushed red from the wind and sun. Robert considered telling her 
WR�UHPRYH�KHU�VXQJODVVHV��+H�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�KHU�H\HV��WR�NQRZ�LI�
she was hiding anything. But doing so would have only made him 
ORRN�GHVSHUDWH��ZKLFK�KH�ZDVQ·W��QRW�\HW�

´:KDW·V�\RXU�QDPH"µ�KH�DVNHG�
“Lauren Davis.”
´9HU\�ZHOO��Captain�'DYLV��WHOO�PH�ZK\�\RX·UH�KHDGHG�VRXWK�

YLD�$UJHQWLQD�LQVWHDG�\RXU�XVXDO�URXWH�YLD�1HZ�=HDODQG"µ
“You should already know that.”
“Indulge me.”
´6R�\RX�FDQ�SDVV�LW�DORQJ�WR�WKH�-DSDQHVH"µ
“I don’t work for the Japanese.”
“You might as well.”
“You haven’t answered my question.”
´,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�FDWFK�D�ÀVK��JR�ZKHUH�WKH�ÀVK�DUH��LI�\RX�ZDQW�

WR�FDWFK�D�ZKDOHU��JR�ZKHUH�WKH�ZKDOHUV�DUH�µ
5REHUW�IHOW�EORRG�UXVK�WR�KLV�IDFH��QRW�MXVW�EHFDXVH�KH�UHFRJ-

nized the line—one of Aeneas’s many adages—but because of the 
way she delivered it. Knowingly. He lowered his sunglasses. He 
wanted her to see his�H\HV��WR�VHH�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�PLVWDNHQ��WKDW�VKH�
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GLG�QRW��LQ�IDFW��UHFRJQL]H�KLP��
´+DYH�WKH�ZKDOHUV�PRYHG�WR�D�GLIIHUHQW�ORFDWLRQ"µ
´1RW�\HW��%XW�WKH\�ZLOO�µ�VKH�VDLG��´7KH�$XVVLHV�DUH�VHQGLQJ�

two naval ships to protect their waters. This will force the Japa-
nese into the Amundsen Sea.” 

´:KLFK�LV�ZKHUH�\RX�DUH�KHDGHG�µ
“If you’ll let us.”
´$OO�,�ZDQW�LV�$HQHDV��6KRZ�PH�ZKHUH�\RX�GURSSHG�KLP��DQG�

\RX·OO�EH�IUHH�WR�FRQWLQXH�RQ��VDYH�DOO�WKH�ZKDOHV��,·P�QRW�KHUH�IRU�
WKH�VKLS��,·P�KHUH�IRU�KLP��%XW�LI�,�FDQ·W�JHW�KLP��,·OO�VHWWOH�IRU�WKH�
ship.”

6KH� UHPRYHG�KHU� VXQJODVVHV��+HU�H\HV��EULJKW�JUHHQ� LQ� WKH�
VXQOLJKW��VWDUHG�GHÀDQWO\�DW�KLP��

´8QOLNH�\RX�µ�VKH�VDLG��´ZH�GRQ·W�OHDYH�SHRSOH�EHKLQG�µ
She knew. Robert could see it in her eyes. She knew who he 

ZDV��DQG�VKH�SUREDEO\�NQHZ�HYHU\WKLQJ��$HQHDV�PXVW�KDYH�WROG�
her. Maybe he told everyone.

Robert turned and walked to the rear of the deck and leaned 
over the railing as if checking a possible hiding spot. He looked 
EDFN�DW�WKH�$UJHQWLQH�VKLS��DQ[LRXV�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�LW��DQJU\�ZLWK�*RU-
GRQ�IRU�VHQGLQJ�KLP�KHUH��DQJULHU�ZLWK�KLPVHOI�IRU�FRPLQJ��+H�GXJ�
KLV�ÀQJHUQDLOV�LQWR�WKH�UDLOLQJ��DV�LI�KH�FRXOG�ERUH�WKURXJK�OD\HUV�
RI�SDLQW��SHHO�DZD\�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�VKLS��+H�VKRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�WR�WKLQN�KH·G�EHHQ�IRUJRWWHQ�MXVW�EHFDXVH�D�IHZ�\HDUV�
had gone by. A fresh set of faces didn’t save him from the same 
FROOHFWLYH�PHPRU\��1RZ�5REHUW�KDG�WKHLU�VKLS��EXW�WKH\�KDG³DQG�
always would have—his past. 

/\QGD�HPHUJHG�IURP�EHORZ��IROORZHG�E\�KHU�$UJHQWLQH�HV-
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FRUWV��:KHQ�VKH�VDZ�5REHUW��VKH�VWRSSHG�DQG�VKRRN�KHU�KHDG�EH-
IRUH�MRLQLQJ�KLP�DW�WKH�UDLOLQJ��

´<RX�GRQ·W�ORRN�VXUSULVHG�µ�VKH�VDLG��
´7KH\�GURSSHG�KLP�RII�VRPHZKHUH��QRW�IDU�IURP�KHUH��7KDW·V�

why they didn’t run far when we chased them.”
´7KH\�WHOO�\RX�WKDW"µ
´1R�µ�KH�VDLG��´,�MXVW�NQRZ�µ
´,Q� FDVH� \RX·UH�ZURQJ�� 6KHUORFN��ZH� VKRXOG� WDNH� WKH� VKLS�

back to port and do another sweep. Get the dogs on here.”
Robert knew she was right but was too weary to say any-

WKLQJ��WKH�MHW�ODJ�FDWFKLQJ�XS�ZLWK�KLP��WKH�IHHOLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�VKRUW�
PLVVLRQ�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�VR�VKRUW��DIWHU�DOO�

´+DQG�PH�WKH�SKRQH�µ�VKH�VDLG��´,·OO�FDOO�*RUGRQ�µ



Angela

Zero four two two nine.
Angela had tagged him during her tenth season at Verde. 
$W�WKH�WLPH��WKH�SHQJXLQ�KDG�WDNHQ�D�OLNLQJ�WR�WKH�ROG�7R\RWD�

pickup that the researchers used to travel to town. He would belly 
up to one of the worn Goodyears and paddle it with his wings—
WKH�ÁLSSHU�GDQFH��,W�ZDV�D�PDWLQJ�ULWXDO��RQH�QRUPDOO\�UHVHUYHG�IRU�
IHPDOHV�RI�WKH�VDPH�VSHFLHV��&OHDUO\��KH�ZDV�QRW�WKH�EULJKWHVW�RI�
SHQJXLQV��EXW�KH�ZDV�\RXQJ�VWLOO�

They named him Diesel. 
6RPHWLPHV�'LHVHO�ZRXOG�RIIHU�XS�D�ÁLSSHU�GDQFH�WR�D�VHDWHG�

human. That’s how Angela got to know him. She used to read in 
WKH�HDUO\�PRUQLQJV��VHDWHG�RXWVLGH�WKH�FLQGHU�EORFN�cueva that she 
VKDUHG�ZLWK�VL[�RWKHU�UHVHDUFKHUV��VQHDNLQJ�LQ�D�IHZ�PRPHQWV�RI�
peace before the day ahead.

Diesel mostly spent his days on his stomach under the rear 
RI�WKH�WUXFN��ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�KXPDQV�SDVV��%XW�RQH�PRUQLQJ�KH�FDX-
tiously approached Angela and began to poke at her shoes with his 
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beak. She put her book down on a cinder block and he pecked at 
WKDW�DV�ZHOO��WKHQ�KH�VWHSSHG�IRUZDUG�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�ÁDS�KLV�ZLQJV�
against her right leg.

´,W·V�QLFH�WR�JHW�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�D�PDOH�RQFH�LQ�DZKLOH�µ�VKH�
ODWHU�WROG�6KHOO\��KHU�ERVV��´,�ZRQ·W�ELFNHU�RYHU�VSHFLHV�µ

2YHU�WLPH��'LHVHO�VSHQW�PRUH�WLPH�DURXQG�KXPDQV�WKDQ�ZLWK�
KLV�SHHUV��ORLWHULQJ�DURXQG�WKH�FDPS��WU\LQJ�WR�SXVK�KLV�ZD\�LQWR�
the cueva�RU�WKH�RIÀFH��7KH\�VRRQ�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOGQ·W�ELWH�
LI�WRXFKHG��DQG�KH�EHFDPH�PRUH�RI�D�SHW�WKDQ�D�SHQJXLQ��DOZD\V�
nearby as researchers prepped for a day’s census or as they walked 
among trailers and tents and the bathrooms. None of them thought 
'LHVHO�ZDV�OLNHO\�HYHU�WR�ÀQG�D�PDWH��

He followed Angela into the public toilet one evening after 
the tourists were gone. She had to pick him up to get him out and 
was surprised that he didn’t struggle at all and made no attempt to 
ELWH�KHU��)URP�WKHQ�RQ��GXULQJ�KHU�PRUQLQJ�ULWXDOV��VKH�ZRXOG�VNLS�
WKH�ERRN�DOWRJHWKHU�DQG�OLIW�'LHVHO�RQWR�KHU�ODS��VWDULQJ�DW�KLP��H\H�
WR�H\H��KLV�KHDG�WXUQHG�VR�WKDW�KH�FRXOG�VHH�KHU�PRUH�FOHDUO\�

:KDW�D�VLJKW�WKH\�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�WR�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZRNH�HDU-
ly—but Angela didn’t care. Diesel was uninterested in his own 
VSHFLHV�� DQG� VKH� ZDV� XQLQWHUHVWHG� LQ� KHUV�� 7ZR� ORQHUV�� VKDULQJ�
their mornings. 

7KHQ�MXVW�ZKHQ�WKH�KXPDQV�ZHUH�VXUH�'LHVHO�ZDV�IDU�WRR�GR-
PHVWLFDWHG�WR�WDNH�D�PDWH��KH�IRXQG�RQH��2U�RQH�IRXQG�KLP��DV�ZDV�
XVXDOO\� WKH�FDVH��2QH�PRUQLQJ��$QJHOD�GLVFRYHUHG�'LHVHO�XQGHU�
the Toyota with a partner on her belly next to him. 

$QJHOD� IHOW� VRPHZKDW� DEDQGRQHG�ZKHQ� VKH�ÀUVW� VDZ� WKHP�
WRJHWKHU��EXW�WKH�QDWXUDOLVW�ZLWKLQ�KHU�TXLFNO\�WRRN�RYHU��DQG�VKH�
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spent the next two weeks deliberating with the others on how to 
remove the truck without disturbing this fragile relationship. They 
KDG�WR�PRYH�TXLFNO\³RQFH�DQ�HJJ�ZDV�ODLG��DQ\�GLVUXSWLRQ�FRXOG�
FDXVH�WKH�SHQJXLQV�WR�UHWUHDW�WR�WKH�ZDWHU��VDFULÀFLQJ�WKH�QH[W�JHQ-
HUDWLRQ��,I�$QJHOD�KDG�KDG�KHU�ZD\�� WKH�WUXFN�ZRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�
been moved at all. 

7KH\� VSHQW� D�ZHHN� FRQVWUXFWLQJ� DQ� DUWLÀFLDO� XQGHUFDUULDJH�
RXW�RI� OHIWRYHU�SO\ZRRG��EUDVV�SLSHV��GXFW� WDSH�� WZR�VSDUH� WLUHV��
and cinder blocks—such an odd contraption that the tourists actu-
ally began taking snapshots. 

The switch occurred during the morning hours when the 
ELUGV�ZHUH�VWDQGLQJ�EHVLGH�WKHLU�QHVW��FURZLQJ�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��

6WDF\��D�URRNLH�UHVHDUFKHU�ZKR�ZDV�JRRG�ZLWK�D�VWLFN�VKLIW��
piloted the pickup; the rest followed closely behind with the con-
WUDSWLRQ��7KH�SHQJXLQV�ZDWFKHG�WKLV�EL]DUUH�SDUDGH�ZLWK�LQWHUHVW��
EXW�GLG�QRW�VHHPHG�WHUULEO\�DODUPHG��:KHQ�WKH�KXPDQV�OHIW��WKH\�
returned to their counterfeit nest. The true indication of success 
FDPH�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WZR�HJJV��ZKLFK�6KHOO\�QRWLFHG�WKUHH�ZHHNV�
later. The eggs were smaller than normal but still viable. Some-
times it took a year or two for young penguins to become success-
IXO�EUHHGLQJ�SDLUV��'LHVHO�ZDV�MXVW�JHWWLQJ�VWDUWHG��

Angela had already selected names for the chicks.

6

The sky was darkening when Angela entered the dining 
URRP��6KH�ZDV�WRR�QHUYRXV�WR�HDW��ZLWK�WKRXJKWV�RI�D�PDQ�RII�LQ�
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WKH�GDUNQHVV�� VKLYHULQJ�DQG�KXQJU\��%XW�VKH�QHHGHG� WR�PDNH�DQ�
appearance for the sake of continuity—humans being creatures of 
KDELW��WRR³DQG�VKH�QHHGHG�VXSSOLHV��7KH�GLQLQJ�URRP�KDG�EHHQ�D�
VWRUDJH�VKHG�LQ�LWV�ÀUVW�OLIH��1RZ�LW�FRQVLVWHG�RI�WZR�ORQJ�WDEOHV��D�
SURSDQH�VWRYH��DQG�IRXU�VPDOO�ZLQGRZV�FRYHUHG�LQ�SODVWLF��7KHUH�
ZHUH� QR� RYHUKHDG� OLJKWV�� EXW� FDQGOHV� DQG� SRUWDEOH� ÁXRUHVFHQWV�
created a warm environment for the nine researchers—three men 
DQG�VL[�ZRPHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�$QJHOD�

6KHOO\��D�WDOO��WULP�ZRPDQ�LQ�KHU�ODWH�IRUWLHV�ZLWK�ORQJ�EODFN�
KDLU��KDG�DOZD\V�VDLG�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�WHOO�ZKDW�PRQWK�RI�WKH�EUHHG-
ing season it was by the length of her roots. She dyed her hair be-
fore she arrived at Punta Verde in late August and not again until 
the last of the penguins had traded in their old feather coats for 
new and returned to sea. We molt together, she’d say.

Shelly could never resist making light of the scabs and stitch-
HV� DQG� WRUQ� JORYHV� WKDW� QR� QDWXUDOLVW� HVFDSHG�� DQG� WKDW� HYHQLQJ�
she invited Angela to show off her new wound during the meal. 
$QJHOD�VWRRG�DQG�ZDYHG�KHU�VZROOHQ�KDQG�OLNH�WKH�4XHHQ��ZKLFK�
ZDV�PHW�E\�FKHHUV�IURP�WKH�MXQLRU�UHVHDUFKHUV�ZKR�KDG�ORQJ�VLQFH�
IRUJRWWHQ�WKDW�VKH��WRR��ZDV�KXPDQ�

$QJHOD� FDXJKW� 'RXJ·V� H\HV� DQG� JODQFHG� DW� WKH� ÁRRU�� 6KH�
was avoiding him now. He had followed orders earlier and stayed 
FORVH�WR�WKH�QHVW��EXW�ZKHQ�VKH�WROG�KLP�WR�IHWFK�WKH�ÀUVW�DLG�NLW�
IRU�KHU�KDQG��KH�ZDV� LQFUHGXORXV��Why don’t we return to camp 
together? he asked. One sharp glare from Angela had been all it 
took to send him off on his one-hour round trip. She got a secret 
thrill from putting him back in his place.

:KLOH�'RXJ�ZDV�JRQH��$QJHOD�KDG�GHSRVLWHG�KHU�FDVWDZD\�
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in the northern reaches of Back Bay (Shelly had named parts of 
9HUGH� DIWHU� QHLJKERUKRRGV� RI� %RVWRQ�� KHU� KRPHWRZQ��� $QJHOD�
assembled the man’s waterlogged tent between bulbous lyceum 
bushes. He had a pronounced limp and was shivering.

´,�QHHG�WR�JHW�\RX�GU\�FORWKHV�µ�VKH�WROG�KLP�
´,·YH� EHHQ�ZHW� EHIRUH�µ� KH� VDLG�� ´$OO� ,� QHHG� LV� IRRG��$QG�

liquor couldn’t hurt.”
6KHOO\�ZDV�KHDGLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�6WDWHV�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��WR�JLYH�

H[DPV� WR� KHU� %RVWRQ� 8QLYHUVLW\� VWXGHQWV� DQG� WR� VTXHH]H� PRUH�
PRQH\� IURP�GRQRUV�� OHDYLQJ�$QJHOD� LQ� FKDUJH� IRU� D�ZHHN��+HU�
departure gave Angela hope that she could keep the man hidden.

:LWKRXW� DQ\RQH� QRWLFLQJ�� $QJHOD� IROGHG� D� ODUJH� SLHFH� RI�
ODPE� LQWR�D�QDSNLQ��QR�VPDOO� IHDW��DV�VKH�ZDV�D�YHJHWDULDQ��6KH�
H[FXVHG�KHUVHOI�IURP�GLQQHU�DQG�H[LWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�EDFN�GRRU��E\�
WKH�VWRUDJH�URRP��ZKHUH�VKH�JUDEEHG�D�ERWWOH�RI�0DOEHF�

2XWVLGH��$QJHOD�SHHNHG�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�SLFNXS�WUXFN��D�ULWXDO�
VKH�QRZ�GUHDGHG��7KH�IHPDOH�ZDV�WKHUH�ZDLWLQJ��KHU�KHDG�VZD\LQJ�
HUUDWLFDOO\� IURP� VLGH� WR� VLGH�� WKH� FKLFNV� FKLUSLQJ� ORXGO\�� FDOOLQJ�
out to be fed. 

Diesel should be back by now. Back with a belly of food to 
IHHG�KLV�FKLFNV��WR�UHOLHYH�KLV�PDWH�VR�VKH�FRXOG�JR�EDFN�WR�VHD�WR�
IHHG�KHUVHOI��FRQWLQXLQJ�WKH�UHOD\�UDFH�RI�UDLVLQJ�WKHLU�\RXQJ��$Q-
other day and this penguin would have no choice but to abandon 
her chicks. 

Angela opened the creaky door of her trailer. Now that she 
ZDV�VHFRQG�LQ�FRPPDQG��VKH�QR�ORQJHU�FUDPPHG�LQWR�WKH�cueva��
DQG�ZKLOH�DQ�HLJKW�IRRW������V�HUD�WUDLOHU�WKDW�OHDNHG�ZDVQ·W�H[-
DFWO\�KLJK�OLYLQJ��LW�ZDV�D�ELJ�VWHS�XS��0RVWO\��LW�ZDV�SULYDF\��,W�
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DOVR�FDPH�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�SHQJXLQ��*HUDOGR��ZKR�QHVWHG�XQGHU�WKH�
WUDLOHU�� EHWZHHQ� LWV� FLQGHU� EORFN� IRXQGDWLRQV�� ,Q� HDUO\�PRUQLQJV�
DQG�ODWH�DW�QLJKW��*HUDOGR�EUD\HG�ORXGO\��FDOOLQJ�RXW�IRU�DQ\�DQG�DOO�
SRWHQWLDO�PDWHV��$QJHOD�ZDV�ORQJ�SDVW�EHLQJ�DZRNHQ�E\�SHQJXLQV��
EXW�VKH�VWLOO�OLNHG�KHDULQJ�KLP�ÁDS�KLV�ZLQJV�DJDLQVW�KHU�ÁRRU�

8QOLNH�'LHVHO��*HUDOGR�KDG�DW�OHDVW�VHOHFWHG�D�QHVW�WKDW�ZDV�
JXDUDQWHHG�WR�EH�DURXQG�IRU�DZKLOH��%XW�KHUH�DW�FDPS��WKHVH�SHQ-
guins were still a kilometer too far inland; the most desirable nests 
ZHUH�QHDUHU� WKH�ZDWHU�� FORVHU� WR� WKH� VZDUPV�RI� DQFKRYLHV��NULOO��
and sardines the birds relied on. Penguins waddled to the ocean 
WZR�RU�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN��DQG�DGGLQJ�D�NLORPHWHU�RI�SRFNPDUNHG�
ODQG� WR� WKH� MRXUQH\�PDGH� WKHVH� LQODQG� QHVWV� OHVV� GHVLUDEOH��%XW�
WKH�\RXQJHU�PDOHV�WRRN�ZKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�JHW��HYHQ�LI�WKH\�HQGHG�
XS�ZLWK�´VWDUWHU�KRPHV�µ�$QJHOD�VLJKHG�DV�VKH�HQWHUHG�KHU�WUDLOHU��
knowing that Geraldo would likely be single for another season.

$�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU��'RXJ�NQRFNHG��´<RX�ORRN�OLNH�\RX·UH�
JRLQJ�VRPHZKHUH�µ�KH�VDLG�ZKHQ�VKH�RSHQHG�WKH�GRRU�

´-XVW�XS�WKH�KLOO��OLNH�DOZD\V�µ
´<RX�QHHG�D�FRPSDQLRQ"µ
“I think I can manage tonight.”
´<RX�VXUH"µ
“I’m quite sure.”
6KH�FRXOG� WHOO� WKDW�'RXJ�ZDV�QRW� DFFXVWRPHG� WR� UHMHFWLRQ��

DQG�KH�ORLWHUHG�DURXQG�KHU�WUDLOHU�DV�VKH�KHDGHG�XS�WKH�KLOO��)LIW\�
\DUGV�LQWR�WKH�GDUNQHVV��$QJHOD�KHDUG�PRYHPHQW�DQG�VWRSSHG��

,W�ZDV�'RXJ��´&HQWDXUXV�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�EULOOLDQW�WRQLJKW�µ�KH�
VDLG��VTXLQWLQJ�DV�VKH�WXUQHG�KHU�ÁDVKOLJKW�RQ�KLP�

´'RXJ��JR�KRPH�µ
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6KH�ZDWFKHG�KLP�VXON�EDFN�WR�FDPS��WKHQ�ZDLWHG�DQRWKHU�ÀI-
teen minutes to be certain he would remain there. She knew that 
eventually she would have to humor him and take him along on a 
WULS�RU�WZR��+RZ�TXLFNO\�WKH�REMHFW�RI�KHU�DIIHFWLRQ�KDG�EHFRPH�
one of annoyance. 

Her mind wandered as she hiked through the darkness to-
ZDUG�WKH�WHQW��WKH�PRRQ�QRW�\HW�PDNLQJ�LWVHOI�NQRZQ��:K\�ZDV�VKH�
KDUERULQJ�WKLV�PDQ"�0D\EH�LW�ZDV�WUDQVIHUHQFH��FDULQJ�IRU�WKLV�ORVW�
VRXO�DV�D�ZD\�RI�PDNLQJ�XS�IRU�DQRWKHU�ORVW�VRXO��'LHVHO·V��0D\EH�
LW�ZDV�WKH�VFLHQWLVW�LQ�KHU��WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VWXG\�D�KXPDQ�IRU�D�
FKDQJH��LQVWHDG�RI�D�SHQJXLQ��2U�PD\EH�VKH�VLPSO\�IRXQG�KLP�WRR�
attractive to share with the others.

6KH�RSWHG�IRU�WKH�VFLHQWLÀF�H[SODQDWLRQ��$IWHU�GHYRWLQJ�D�OLIH-
WLPH�WR�VWXG\LQJ�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHQJXLQV��KHU�OLIH�KDG�
become consumed with numbers and averages. The average-sized 
penguin. The typical lifespan. The standard rate of reproduction. 
6WDWLVWLFDO�RXWOLHUV�ZHUH�DOZD\V�OHIW�RXW�RI�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQV��DV�WKH\�
should be. But now Angela found herself face-to-face with a sta-
tistical outlier. A human anomaly. Not average in any way. And 
not so easily dismissed as a number. 

6KH�IRXQG�KLP�VWDQGLQJ�RXWVLGH�KLV�WHQW��ORRNLQJ�EDFN�RYHU�
the water. 

´+RZ�ORQJ�GR�\RX�QHHG"µ�VKH�DVNHG�
“A few days.”
´<RX�FDQQRW�OHDYH�WKLV�FDPSVLWH�µ�VKH�VDLG��´,�ZLOO�EULQJ�\RX�

IRRG�DQG�ZDWHU��%XW�XQGHU�QR�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�GR�\RX�VWDUW�D�ÀUH�RU�
draw attention to yourself in any way. And by no means do you set 
foot on the tourist trail.”
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´3HRSOH�ZLOO�MXVW�WKLQN�,·P�RQH�RI�\RX�µ
´<RX·UH� QRW� RQH� RI� XV�� 7KLV� LV� D� SURYLQFLDO� UHVHUYH�� QRW� D�

FDPSVLWH��DQG�LW·V�VXUURXQGHG�E\�SULYDWH�ODQG��,I�WKH�guardafauna 
GRQ·W�VKRRW�\RX��WKH�UDQFKHUV�VXUHO\�ZLOO�µ

He sighed loudly. “You’re the boss.” She handed him her 
ÁDVKOLJKW�DQG�D�ODUJH�ZDWHU�ERWWOH��:KHQ�VKH�RIIHUHG�KLP�WKH�ODPE�
he waved her off.

´,�GRQ·W�HDW�PHDW�µ�KH�VDLG�
“You have to eat something.” 
´7KDW�ZLOO�VXIÀFH�µ�KH�VDLG��SRLQWLQJ� WR� WKH�ERWWOH�RI�ZLQH��

$QJHOD�KDG�IRUJRWWHQ�D�FRUNVFUHZ��VR�KH�FDUYHG�DQ�RSHQLQJ�ZLWK�
his pocket knife and took a long drink. 

7KH�PRRQ�ZDV�ULVLQJ�DQG��ZLWK�LW��WKH�YROXPH�RI�WKH�SHQJXLQV�
around them. She studied his face in the dim light as he watched 
a penguin lean forward and let forth an escalating progression of 
honks.

´'R�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�HDUSOXJV"µ�KH�DVNHG�
“You’ll get used to the noise.” Angela remembered a protein 

bar she’d tossed into her backpack last week and dug it out.
´7KDQN� \RX�µ� KH� VDLG�� WHDULQJ� RSHQ� WKH� ZUDSSHU� ZLWK� KLV�

teeth. He sat on the ground and inhaled the bar. She sat across 
IURP�KLP��$QJHOD�FRXOG�WHOO� WKH�PDQ�ZDV�VWDUYLQJ��DQG�\HW�KH·G�
turned down the lamb. Most of the other naturalists at Verde were 
PHDW� HDWHUV�� DQG� LW� DOZD\V� ERWKHUHG� KHU� WKDW� WKH\� FRXOG� GHYRWH�
their lives to protecting one animal while consuming another. 

´:H�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�FRPPRQ�µ�VKH�VDLG��
´:KDW·V�WKDW"µ
´,·P�D�YHJHWDULDQ��WRR�µ
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He took another swig from the bottle and studied her face. 
6KH�DYHUWHG�KHU�H\HV��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�D�SHQJXLQ�DV�LW�SDVVHG�EHKLQG�
KLP��LWV�ZKLWH�EHOO\�JORZLQJ�LQ�WKH�PRRQOLJKW�

´+RZ·V�\RXU�KDQG"µ�KH�DVNHG�
´$OO�VWLWFKHG�WRJHWKHU�µ�VKH�VDLG��KROGLQJ�LW�XS�DV�SURRI�
Despite being alone with a strange man in the middle of the 

QLJKW�� LQ� WKH�PLGGOH�RI� QRZKHUH�� VKH�ZDV�QRW� DIUDLG��6KH�QHYHU�
UHDOO\� IHOW� DORQH� RXW� KHUH�� VXUURXQGHG� E\� NQHH�KLJK� FKDSHURQHV�
peeking at her from under bushes and within burrows. Some hov-
HUHG�QHDUE\��FXWWLQJ�ZLGH�VZDWKV�DURXQG�WKH�WHQW�DV�WKH\�WUHNNHG�
to the water. 

Angela didn’t ask the man who he was or what he was run-
ning from. There was something freeing about knowing nothing 
DERXW� VRPHRQH��DERXW�KLP�NQRZLQJ�QRWKLQJ�DERXW�\RX��+HU� UH-
VHDUFK� FDPS�ZDV� D� VRDS� RSHUD�� RQH� WKDW� JUHZ�PRUH� LQFHVWXRXV�
E\�WKH�GD\��(YHU\ERG\�NQHZ�DERXW�KHU�FUXVK�RQ�'RXJ��LQFOXGLQJ�
Doug. Angela never deluded herself. Although her body was slim 
DQG�DWKOHWLF��VKH�GLG�QRW�GLVSOD\�LW�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�DWWUDFWHG�PHQ·V�
H\HV��6KH�KDG�D�FKHVW��VKH�NQHZ��WKDW�PLJKW�FDWFK�DQ�H\H�RU�WZR��LI�
she hadn’t tethered it under a sports bra that could be washed in a 
bucket and dried on a clothesline in ten minutes. She dressed for 
ÀHOGZRUN��ZHDULQJ�FDUJR�SDQWV� IRU� IXQFWLRQ�UDWKHU� WKDQ�IDVKLRQ��
layering on dusty shirts and sweaters in the region’s dark green 
DQG�WDXSH��6KH�KDG�DOZD\V�GUHVVHG�WR�EOHQG�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�ODQGVFDSH��
not stand out. 

 Yet during those times Doug tagged along on her nightly 
trips up the hill—the closest thing to a date she’d had in years—
Angela found herself wishing she’d packed something sexier. It 
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IHOW�DOPRVW� URPDQWLF� WKH�ZD\�'RXJ��DQ�DVWURQRP\�PDMRU�EHIRUH�
VZLWFKLQJ�WR�ELRORJ\��SRLQWHG�RXW�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�&URVV�DQG�WKH�FUHD-
WXUHV� RI� WKH� KHDYHQV�� OLNH� /HR� DQG� 3LVFHV��$QJHOD� UHDOL]HG� WKDW�
VKH�KDG�EHHQ�FRPLQJ�WR�3XQWD�9HUGH�IRU�ÀIWHHQ�\HDUV��KDG�LGHQWL-
ÀHG�HYHU\�VTXDUH�PHWHU�RI�EXVK��SODQW��EXJ��URGHQW��PDPPDO��DQG�
PRVV��DQG�\HW�VKH·G�QHYHU�ERWKHUHG�WR�WHOO�RQH�VWDU�IURP�DQRWKHU��
She spent her life looking down.

'RXJ�JRW�KHU�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�FKLOGUHQ�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��VLP-
SO\�E\�DVNLQJ�LI�VKH�KDG�DQ\��%XW�KH�ZDV�RQO\�D�ÁLUW��RQO\�LQWHU-
ested in Angela for her knowledge and experience. Perhaps he 
ZDV�DQJOLQJ�WR�FR�DXWKRU�D�UHVHDUFK�SDSHU�ZLWK�KHU��WR�OHDSIURJ�WKH�
post-docs. Their profession could be as ruthless as nature itself; 
not everybody would get the research grants or the honorary pro-
IHVVRUVKLSV��VHH�WKHLU�QDPHV�LQ�QHZV�DUWLFOHV��:LWK�SHRSOH�DQG�ZLWK�
SHQJXLQV��VFDUFLW\�GURYH�WKHP�WR�GR�H[WUHPH�WKLQJV�

(YHQ�$QJHOD�ZDV�QRW�LPPXQH��$�PRQWK�DJR��VKH�QHDUO\�ÁHZ�
into a fury when Doug and the others did not show up for an out-
LQJ��XQWLO�6KHOO\� WROG�KHU� LW�ZDV�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG� WKH\�ZHUH� LQ�
town calling their families.

6R�$QJHOD�ZDV�JODG�IRU�D�QHZ��DOEHLW�P\VWHULRXV��FRPSDQLRQ��
$V�WKH\�VDW�WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�GDUN��VKH�IRXQG�KHUVHOI�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�
ERG\� XQGHU� KHU� ÀOWK\�ZRUN� FORWKHV�� D� ERG\� NHSW� LQ� FDPRXÁDJH�
suddenly yearning to be noticed. A body that had not been touched 
LQ�D�ORQJ�WLPH��$�ERG\�WKDW��MXVW�QRZ��ZDQWHG�WR�UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�
it felt like.

6KH�WRRN�WKH�ERWWOH�ZKHQ�WKH�PDQ�RIIHUHG�LW�WR�KHU��:LWK�HDFK�
GULQN�KH�EHFDPH�D�ELW�PRUH�WDONDWLYH��DV�GLG�VKH��+H�DVNHG�IRU�KHU�
QDPH��DQG�VKH�WROG�KLP�
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´7KH\�FDOO�PH�$HQHDV�µ�KH�VDLG�
“You’re kidding.”
´<RX·YH�QRW�KHDUG�RI�PH"µ�+H�DSSHDUHG�VXUSULVHG��´6XUHO\�

you’ve read about me in the papers.”
´:H�GRQ·W�H[DFWO\�JHW�KRPH�GHOLYHU\�KHUH�µ�
+H�H[SODLQHG�WKH�QDPH��DQ�DOLDV��DQG�KLV�SXUVXHUV³YDULRXV�

FRDVW�JXDUGV��SROLFH�EXUHDXV��DQG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�DJHQFLHV�
´,�GR�EDWWOH�ZLWK�ZKDOLQJ�VKLSV�µ�KH�VDLG��
´/LNH�*UHHQSHDFH"µ�$QJHOD�DVNHG�
´7KH\�ÀJKW�ZLWK�ZRUGV�DQG�ZDWHU�JXQV�µ�KH�VDLG��´:H�ÀJKW�

ZLWK�WKH�KXOOV�RI�RXU�VKLSV��:H�UDP�WKHP��:H�PDQJOH�WKHLU�SURSV�µ
´<RX�VLQN�WKHP"µ
“On occasion.” 
´,V�WKDW�ZK\�\RX·UH�KHUH"µ
“No.” 
$QJHOD�OHIW�LW�DW�WKDW��6KH�GLGQ·W�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�PRUH��WR�ÀQG�

out anything worse.
´$UH�\RX�PDUULHG"µ�KH�DVNHG�
´'R�,�ORRN�OLNH�,�KDYH�WLPH�IRU�D�PDUULDJH"�2XW�KHUH�DWWHQG-

LQJ�WR�ZD\ZDUG�PHQ"µ
A sneeze broke the silence that followed.
´:KDW�ZDV�WKDW"µ�KH�DVNHG�
“A penguin.”
´3HQJXLQV�FDWFK�FROGV"µ�
“They sneeze to exhale the salt from their beaks.”
´,�FRXOG�SUREDEO\�GR�WKH�VDPH�µ�KH�VDLG��UXEELQJ�KLV�QRVH��´,�

was married once.”
´<RX"µ
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´6KH�ZDV�D�YROXQWHHU��(DUQHVW��$�VFLHQWLVW��OLNH�\RX��7ROG�PH�
,�ZDV�IXOO�RI�VKLW�RQH�GD\��DQG�,�ZDV�KRRNHG��:H�PDGH�LW�RIÀFLDO�
LQ�8VKXDLD��+DG�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�RQ�WKH�VKLS�LQ�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�'UDNH�
Passage. It’s not easy saying I do with forty-foot waves lapping 
DW�\RXU�IHHW��7KDW�WLPH�RI�\HDU��WKH�VXQ�QHYHU�VHWV��WKH�ERG\�QHYHU�
gets tired. There’s a sense of collective euphoria. It’s as if you’ve 
stepped outside of the world and none of the old rules apply. 
(YHQWXDOO\��KRZHYHU��\RX�KDYH�WR�KHDG�QRUWK�DJDLQ��:KHUH�WKHUH�
DUH�URDGV�DQG�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV��\DUGV�WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�PRZHG��ELOOV�WR�
EH�SDLG��6KH�WUDYHOHG�ZLWK�PH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�DIWHU�KHU�WRXU�ZDV�XS��EXW�
I think she thought it was a phase I was going through. She went 
EDFN�WR�/�$��DQG�ZDLWHG�IRU�PH�WR�VHWWOH�GRZQ��WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KHU��,�
didn’t. And she divorced me in absentia.”

+H�WRRN�D�ORQJ�GULQN��´<RX�ÀQG�WKDW�DPXVLQJ"µ�KH�DVNHG�
Angela realized that she had been smiling. “No. It’s—it’s 

that word.”
´:KDW�ZRUG"µ
´$EVHQWLD��:KHQ�,�ZDV�D�NLG�� ,�XVHG� WR� WKLQN�DEVHQWLD�ZDV�

an actual place. I even spent time looking for it in the atlas at the 
school library.”

´,·YH�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�DEVHQWLD�IRU�\HDUV�µ�KH�VDLG��6KH�VDZ�KLV�
OLSV�FXUYH�XSZDUG�� LQWR�D�SULYDWH�VPLOH��DV� LI�KH·G� IRUJRWWHQ�VKH�
ZDV� WKHUH��$QG� DV� WKH� VLOHQFH� OLQJHUHG�� RQFH� DJDLQ� VKH� IHOW� OHIW�
behind. 

7KH�ERWWOH�ZDV�HPSW\��DQG�UHOXFWDQWO\�VKH�VWRRG�WR�OHDYH�
´&RPH�KHUH�µ�,Q�RQH�VPRRWK�PRWLRQ��KH�VWRRG��JUDEEHG�KHU�

ZDLVW��DQG�NLVVHG�KHU��6KH�IHOW�WKH�VFUXII�RI�KLV�XQVKDYHQ�IDFH�ELWH�
KHU�FKLQ�DV�VKH�NLVVHG�KLP�EDFN��7KHQ��UHPHPEHULQJ�ZKHUH�WKH\�
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ZHUH��VKH�SXOOHG�DZD\��´:DLW�µ�VKH�VDLG�
´:DLW�IRU�ZKDW"µ
She didn’t know. She was certain Doug hadn’t followed her; 

they were as alone as any two people could be. And maybe this 
ZDV�WKH�SUREOHP��WKDW�D�ZLVK��RQH�VKH�FRXOG�EDUHO\�DGPLW�VKH·G�
ZLVKHG��ZDV�EHLQJ�JUDQWHG�

6KH�EHJDQ�WR�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ��EXW�KH�JUDEEHG�KHU�DJDLQ��WKLV�
WLPH�PRUH�WLJKWO\��DQG�VKH�UHVSRQGHG�E\�SXVKLQJ�DJDLQVW�KLP�VR�
that he stumbled backward into a quilambay bush. A startled pen-
guin emerged from under him and bit his leg.

´2XFK�µ�KH�\HOOHG��ÁXVKLQJ�RXW�VHYHUDO�PRUH�SHQJXLQV��VHQG-
LQJ�WKHP�ÁDSSLQJ�DZD\�RQ�WKHLU�EHOOLHV�

$QJHOD�DWWHPSWHG�WR�VPRRWK�GRZQ�KHU�MDFNHW��KHU�KDLU��EHIRUH�
WXUQLQJ�DZD\��´*RRG�QLJKW�µ�VKH�FDOOHG�RXW��ZDONLQJ�RII�LQWR�WKH�
dark.

2Q� WKH�QH[W�KLOO�� VKH�VWRSSHG�DQG� UHPRYHG�KHU� MDFNHW��+HU�
KHDUW�ZDV�SRXQGLQJ��DQG�VKH�ORRNHG�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�GDUNQHVV��'H-
VSLWH� KLV� DJJUHVVLYHQHVV�� VKH� VWLOO� GLG� QRW� IHDU� KLP��0RVWO\�� VKH�
IHDUHG�KHUVHOI��DQG�KRZ�FORVH�VKH�FDPH�WR�QRW�SXVKLQJ�KLP�DZD\��
Instinct served her well in self-defense. But now she was alone 
DJDLQ��KHDGLQJ�EDFN�WR�DQ�HPSW\�WUDLOHU��

6

7KH�PRUQLQJ�ZDV�GUL]]O\��WKH�ÀUVW�UDLQIDOO�LQ�D�PRQWK��2XW-
VLGH�WKH�RIÀFH��6KHOO\�JDWKHUHG�IRRG�UHTXHVWV�IURP�WKH�DVVHPEOHG�
QDWXUDOLVWV³HQHUJ\� EDUV�� 'RULWRV�� 5HG� 9LQHV³DQG� ORDGHG� KHU�
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bags into the pickup truck. 
7KHQ�VKH�DSSURDFKHG�$QJHOD��´&DQ�,�EULQJ�\RX�DQ\WKLQJ"µ�

she asked. 
“I think we’re good here.”
Such departures were frequent at the camp and did not war-

rant hugs or other displays of affection. Yet Shelly seemed to lin-
ger longer than usual. “I’ll see if I can scrounge up another satel-
OLWH� WUDQVPLWWHU�µ� VKH� VDLG�� DQG�$QJHOD� IHOW� KHUVHOI�ZLQFH� EHIRUH�
6KHOO\�DGGHG��´$V�D�EDFNXS�µ

“Right. As a backup.” Angela forced a smile. Shelly climbed 
LQWR�WKH�FDU�ZLWK�6WDF\��DQG�WKH\�OHIW�IRU�7UHOHZ�DLUSRUW��

1RZ�LQ�FKDUJH��$QJHOD�VHQW�WKH�WHDP��LQFOXGLQJ�D�UHOXFWDQW�
'RXJ��VRXWK�RI�WKH�FDPS��DQG�VKH�KHDGHG�QRUWK��'XULQJ�WKH�ORQJ�
ZDON�DORQH��KHU�PLQG�WXUQHG�WR�'LHVHO��,W�KDG�EHHQ�$QJHOD·V�LGHD�
to attach the satellite transmitter to him. 

8VLQJ�D�EOHQG�RI�GXFW�WDSH�DQG�VXSHU�JOXH��$QJHOD�KDG�DIÀ[HG�
WKH�WUDQVPLWWHU�WR�'LHVHO·V�ÁDQN�RQ�D�FROG�PRUQLQJ�LQ�PLG�'HFHP-
EHU��7KH�\HOORZ�GHYLFH�ZDV�DERXW�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�GHFN�RI�FDUGV��ZLWK�
URXQGHG�HGJHV�DQG�D� WKUHH�LQFK�UXEEHU�DQWHQQD��2QFH�DFWLYDWHG��
IRU�XS�WR�VL[�ZHHNV�WKH�GHYLFH�VHQW�VLJQDOV�DW�ÀYH�PLQXWH�LQWHUYDOV�
to a satellite twenty miles above the planet. To conserve battery 
OLIH��WKH�GHYLFH�VKXW�LWVHOI�RII�ZKLOH�WKH�SHQJXLQ�ZDV�XQGHUZDWHU�
DQG�RXW�RI�UDQJH��7R�D�VDWHOOLWH��WKH�SDWK�RI�D�SHQJXLQ�ORRNHG�PRUH�
OLNH�0RUVH�FRGH�WKDQ�D�FRQWLQXRXV�OLQH��EXW�$QJHOD�FRXOG�GHFLSKHU�
WKH�GDWD��FRQQHFW�WKH�GRWV��OHDUQ�ZKHUH�'LHVHO�WUDYHOHG�WR�ÀOO�KLV�
EHOO\��7KH�WUDQVPLWWHUV�FRVW��������HDFK��VR�LW�ZDV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�
to get them back. The key to getting one returned was selecting a 
ELUG�WKDW�KDG�D�UHDVRQ�WR�UHWXUQ³LQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��D�PDOH�SHQJXLQ�
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with a new chick. Shelly had thought it was premature to tag Die-
sel. Give him another year��VKH�VDLG��%XW�$QJHOD�KDG�LQVLVWHG�

'RXJ�KDG�KHOSHG��WKRXJK�KH·G�PDGH�LW�NQRZQ�KH�GLG�QRW�DS-
prove. Although each new generation of transmitter diminished 
LQ�VL]H��WKH�GHYLFHV�VWLOO�H[HUWHG�D�GUDJ�RQ�D�SHQJXLQ�LQ�ZDWHU��UH-
GXFLQJ�LWV�RGGV��HYHU�VR�VOLJKWO\��RI�RXW�VZLPPLQJ�D�OHRSDUG�VHDO�
or an orca. Doug held Diesel while Angela attached the device. 
7KH�SURFHGXUH�XVXDOO\�ODVWHG�XS�WR�DQ�KRXU��DQG�D�SHQJXLQ�XVXDOO\�
struggled during every minute. But Diesel was calm. He seemed 
WR�HQMR\�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�

It’s a southern cross��'RXJ�KDG�VDLG�ZKLOH�ORRNLQJ�DW�'LHVHO·V�
EHOO\��$QJHOD� ORRNHG�DW� WKH�GDUN�VPXGJHV�RQ�KLV�ZKLWH�IHDWKHUV��
KRZ�WKH\�GLG� LQGHHG�IRUP�D�FURVV��VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�QHYHU�QRWLFHG�
until now. 

What’s the point of tracking them��'RXJ�DGGHG��if the act of 
doing so reduces their numbers?

Fishing nets do more damage than these devices will ever do��
Angela told him.

7KLV�WKH\�NQHZ�IURP�WKH�GR]HQV�RI�ÁLSSHU�WDJV�WKH\�UHFHLYHG�
HDFK�\HDU��PDLOHG�DQRQ\PRXVO\�IURP�WKH�ÀVKHUPHQ�ZKR�REH\HG�
the Avise al request stamped on the back of each tag. Some tags 
DUULYHG�FDUHIXOO\�ÁDWWHQHG�RXW�E\�KDPPHU��HDVLHU� WR�VOLS� LQWR�DQ�
HQYHORSH��RWKHUV� DUULYHG� LQWDFW�� OLWWOH� WKLQ� WULDQJOHV��$QG�$QJHOD�
DOZD\V�ZRQGHUHG�KRZ�PDQ\�WDJV�ZHUH�OHIW�RQ�WKRVH�VKLSV��RU�DW��
the bottom of the sea.

Her life was consumed with attrition and its causes. The un-
UHSRUWHG� RLO� VSLOOV�� HYLGHQFHG� E\� WKH� EODFNHQHG�� VKLYHULQJ� ELUGV�
that staggered upon the shores. The plastic six-pack rings that 
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GRXEOHG�DV�ODVVRV��7KH�EDLWHG�ORQJ�OLQHV��PHDQW�IRU�ODUJH�ÀVK�EXW�
GLIÀFXOW� IRU� DQ\� VSHFLHV� WR� UHVLVW��$QG� WKH�PRVW� DFXWH� DQG� OHDVW�
visible cause of all—the food supply. Penguins depended on an-
FKRYLHV�DQG�NULOO��RQFH�DEXQGDQW�DQG�LJQRUHG�E\�ÀVKHUPHQ��QRZ�
LQ�GHPDQG�DW�VDOPRQ�IDUPV�DQG�IRU�PXOWLYLWDPLQV��/LNH�SHQJXLQV��
ÀVKHUPHQ�DLPHG�IRU�WKH�IRRG�QHDUHVW�WR�VKRUH��DQG�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
ZHUH�PRUH�HIÀFLHQW�DQG�UDSDFLRXV��SHQJXLQV�ZHUH�IRUFHG�WR�IRUDJH�
IDUWKHU�DQG�IDUWKHU�IURP�WKHLU�QHVWV��GLPLQLVKLQJ�WKH�RGGV�RI�D�VXF-
cessful return. 

6WLOO�ZDONLQJ�QRUWK�� DQG�ÀIWHHQ�PLQXWHV� DZD\� IURP� WKH� UH-
VHDUFK�FDPS��$QJHOD�VLJKWHG�D�ÀJXUH�LQ�D�\HOORZ�MDFNHW�DWRS�%HD-
FRQ�+LOO��6KH�UXVKHG�WRZDUG�LW� WR�ÀQG�$HQHDV�VWUDLQLQJ�KLV�H\HV�
RYHU�WKH�ZDWHU��´,�WROG�\RX�WR�VWD\�DW�WKH�WHQW�µ�VKH�VDLG�

“I needed a higher vantage point. I thought I saw my ship.”
%XW�KH�KDG�QRW�VHHQ�KLV�VKLS��DQG�$QJHOD�VFROGHG�KLP�DV�VKH�

OHG�KLP�EDFN�WR�KLV�FDPS��´'R�\RX�KDYH�WR�ZHDU�WKDW�MDFNHW"µ�VKH�
asked.

´<RX�GRQ·W�OLNH�LW"µ
´,W·V�QRW�H[DFWO\�FDPRXÁDJH�µ
´<RX�VKRXOG�WDON�µ�KH�VDLG�
´:KDW�GR�\RX�PHDQ"µ
´:LWK�WKDW�UHG�KDLU�RI�\RXUV��,�FRXOG�VSRW�\RX�D�PLOH�DZD\�µ�
$QJHOD�IHOW�KHU�IDFH�EOXVK�DW�WKH�WKRXJKW�RI�KLP�ZDWFKLQJ�KHU��

and she was glad for the biting wind. 
6KH�KDG�ZRUN�WR�GR��DQG�VKH�GHFLGHG�WKDW�LI�VKH�ZDV�JRLQJ�

WR�KDUERU�D�IXJLWLYH��VKH�ZRXOG�DW�OHDVW�SXW�KLP�WR�ZRUN��6KH�OHG�
$HQHDV�WR�WKH�IXUWKHVW�UHDFK�RI�WKH�FRORQ\��VL[�PLOHV�IURP�WKH�SDUN�
entrance. She could hear him breathing heavily behind her.
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´<RX�ZDON�WRR�IDVW�µ�KH�VDLG�
´$QG�\RX�ZDON�WRR�VORZ�µ�VKH�FRXQWHUHG�
$V�WKH\�KLNHG�DORQJ��VKH�EHJDQ�WR�LJQRUH�KLV�KDUPOHVV�WDXQWV��

%XW� MXVW�DV� WKH\·G�UHDFKHG�WKH�SODFH�ZKHUH�VKH�ZDQWHG� WR�EHJLQ�
WKH� FHQVXV�� KH�JDYH� D� VWDUWOHG� VKRXW�� DQG� VKH� WXUQHG� WR� VHH�KLP�
with one leg knee deep in the ground. He had collapsed a penguin 
EXUURZ�� DSSDUHQWO\� WZLVWLQJ� KLV� DQNOH�� 6KH� EHQW� GRZQ� WR� DVVHVV�
WKH�GDPDJH³WR�WKH�QHVW��QRW�KLP³DQG�ZDV�UHOLHYHG�WR�ÀQG�WKH�
burrow empty.

´<RX�UXLQHG�WKH�QHVW�µ�VKH�VDLG�
´7KLV�SODFH�LV�D�PLQH�ÀHOG�µ
´,W·V�QRW�DQ\�HDVLHU�IRU�WKH�SHQJXLQV��EXW�WKH\�PDQDJH��:H·UH�

D�PLOH�LQODQG��DQG�ORRN�DW�DOO�WKHVH�QHVWV��,W�WDNHV�D�SHQJXLQ�WZR�
KRXUV�WR�JHW�KHUH��%XW�WKH\�GR�LW�DOO�WKH�WLPH��DQG�WKH\�GRQ·W�FRP-
plain. And they don’t collapse each others’ nests.”

Aeneas grunted as he pulled himself up. Angela ignored 
KLV�JULPDFH�DQG�KLV�OLPS�DV�VKH�SXOOHG�RXW�D�ÀYH�PHWHU�OHQJWK�RI�
URSH��KHU�QRWHERRN��DQG�6KHOO\·V�PDS�RI�WKH�FRORQ\��%\�FRXQWLQJ�
SHQJXLQV� ZLWKLQ� ÀYH�PHWHU� FLUFXODU� SORWV� SODFHG� WZHQW\�PHWHUV�
DSDUW��WKH\·G�JHW�D�UHDVRQDEO\�DFFXUDWH�SRSXODWLRQ�HVWLPDWH��$QG�
DOWKRXJK�$QJHOD�KDG�EHHQ�GRLQJ�WKLV�RQ�KHU�RZQ��ÀQGLQJ�WKH�HGJHV�
of a circle was best accomplished with two people. She stood Ae-
QHDV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�RQH�RI�6KHOO\·V�PDSSHG�FLUFOHV��D�PHDVXUHG�
SLHFH�RI� URSH� LQ�RQH�KDQG��KHU�QRWHERRN� LQ� WKH�RWKHU��ZKLOH�VKH�
ZDONHG�WKH�SHULPHWHU��KROGLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI� WKH�URSH��FDOOLQJ�
RXW�ZKDW�VKH�IRXQG��VLQJOH�PDOH��DFWLYH�SDLU��RQH�HJJ��WZR�HJJV��
inactive nest. 

´6R�LV�WKH�FRORQ\�JURZLQJ�RU�VKULQNLQJ"µ�KH�DVNHG�
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“Shrinking. Though I can’t say how much. That’s why we’re 
here.”

´+RZ�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�FLUFOHV�GR�ZH�KDYH�WR�GR"µ�KH�DVNHG�
´<RX�KDYH�VRPHZKHUH�EHWWHU�WR�EH"µ
´,·P�MXVW�FXULRXV�µ
´$�KXQGUHG�RU�VR�µ�$QJHOD�VDLG��́ ,�FRXOG�WU\�FDOOLQJ�\RXU�VKLS�

from our research station.”
´7KH\·OO�FDOO�PH��)RUWXQDWHO\��P\�VDWSKRQH� LV�ZDWHUSURRI�µ�

KH�VDLG��´$UH�\RX�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�PH"µ
6KH�GLGQ·W�DQVZHU�KLP��+H·G�EHHQ�WKHUH�IRU�WZR�QLJKWV�QRZ��

and Angela wasn’t sure how long she could keep him hidden from 
the rest. At least keeping him close to her kept him away from 
WKH�RWKHUV��7KH�FLUFOHV�ZRXOG�ODVW�IRU�DQRWKHU�GD\�RU�VR��DQG�WKHQ�
ZKDW"�+H�GUDQN�WRR�PXFK��+H�FRQWLQXHG�WR�UHDFK�IRU�KHU��EHJLQ-
QLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�VKRXOGHU��UHVWLQJ�D�KDQG��WKHQ�WZR��PDVVDJLQJ�KHU�
QHFN��6KH�QR�ORQJHU�UHVLVWHG��:KHQ�KH�GUDQN�KH�DOVR�WDONHG��DQG�
she found his stories exciting. 

7KDW�QLJKW��VKH�EURXJKW�WZR�ERWWOHV�RI�0DOEHF��´7R�FHOHEUDWH�
D�KDUG�GD\·V�ZRUN�µ�VKH�VDLG��$V�WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�SDVV�WKH�ÀUVW�ERWWOH�
EHWZHHQ�WKHP��VKH�DVNHG�KLP�KRZ�KH·G�JRWWHQ�KLV�DOLDV��

´:KHQ�ZH�WRRN�RXU�ÀUVW�ZKDOLQJ�VKLS�RXW�RI�FRPPLVVLRQ��,�
spray-painted Aeneas�DFURVV�WKH�KXOO�µ�KH�VDLG��´,�ÀJXUHG�LW�ZRXOG�
FRQIXVH�WKHP��,W�GLG��IRU�D�SHULRG��%XW�WKH�QDPH�VWXFN�µ

´:K\�Aeneas"µ
“Because he was fearless. Because he was a man without a 

FRXQWU\��D�PDQ�ZLWKRXW�D�SRUW�µ
Aeneas stood and looked through the darkness toward the 

RFHDQ��+H� ORRNHG�DQ[LRXV� WR� UHWXUQ��DQG�$QJHOD� IHOW�EDG�IRU� UH-
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minding him that he was not out there. She tried to steer him back 
toward land.

´:KHUH�ZLOO� \RX� JR�ZKHQ� WKH�ZKDOLQJ� VHDVRQ� HQGV"µ� VKH�
asked.

“I’ll head north. There’s always a hunting season for some-
thing somewhere.”

´'RQ·W�\RX�KDYH�D�KRPH�WR�UHWXUQ�WR"µ
“My home is the ship.”
´%XW�GRQ·W�\RX�UHVW�DW�DOO"µ
´'R�\RX"µ
Angela smiled. “No.”
´$V�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�DUH�ÀVKHUPHQ�RXW�WKHUH��,·OO�EH�RXW�WKHUH��

)LVKHUPHQ� GRQ·W� ÀVK� DQ\PRUH�� 7KH\� VODXJKWHU�� REOLWHUDWH�� ex-
SXQJH�� 7KH\� XVH� YDFXXPV�� IRU� IXFN·V� VDNH�� 7KDW·V� QRW� ÀVKLQJ��
7KDW·V� H[WHUPLQDWLRQ��:KHQ� \RX� UDLVH� FDWWOH�� \RX� DW� OHDVW� IHHG�
WKHP��%XW�ÀVKHUPHQ�GRQ·W� IHHG�ÀVK��7KH\� MXVW� WDNH��7KH\�HYHQ�
WDNH�WKH�IRRG�WKH�ÀVK�HDW��6KHHU�DYDULFH��,�FRXOG�NLOO�WKHP�DOO�µ

He emptied the bottle.
´+RZ·G�\RX�HQG�XS�KHUH��LQ�$UJHQWLQD"µ�$QJHOD�DVNHG�
+H�SDXVHG��WKHQ�UHDFKHG�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�ERWWOH��´$�IHZ�ZHHNV�

DJR�µ�KH�VDLG��´ZH�FDPH�DFURVV�D�ÀVKLQJ�WUDZOHU�SRDFKLQJ�LQ�SUR-
tected waters. I got in a Zodiac and started pulling in their long-
line. One of my volunteers was helping.” He uncorked the bottle 
and drank before offering it to Angela. She shook her head.

´6KH�ZDV�\RXQJ��DQG�LW�ZDV�KHU�ÀUVW�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�XV�µ�KH�FRQ-
WLQXHG��´6KH�ZDV�DOO�ÀUHG�XS��DQG�VWXEERUQ�DV�KHOO��,�KDG�D�GLIÀFXOW�
time saying no to that woman. I should have. I should have left her 
back on the ship.”
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+H�ZHQW�VLOHQW��DQG�$QJHOD�ZDLWHG��6KH�ZDV�OHDUQLQJ�WKDW�KH�
WHQGHG�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ�ZDYHV�RI�GLDORJXH��EURNHQ�XS�E\�JDSV�
RI�ZLQG�EORZQ�VLOHQFH��,QLWLDOO\��WKH�VLOHQFH�PDGH�KHU�QHUYRXV��DQG�
VKH�ÀOOHG�WKH�JDSV�ZLWK�SHQJXLQ�WULYLD��%XW�KH�ZDVQ·W�UHDOO\�OLVWHQ-
LQJ�WR�KHU��VR�VKH�HYHQWXDOO\�OHW�WKH�VLOHQFH�ÁRZ�RYHU�WKH�ERWK�RI�
WKHP��6KH�FDPH�WR�HQMR\�WKH�LQWLPDF\�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�
silent together.

´,�ZDV�SLORWLQJ�WKH�=RGLDF��VKH�ZDV�KDXOLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLQH��'DQ-
JHURXV�ZRUN��(YHU\�ÀIWHHQ�IHHW�WKHUH·V�D�UD]RU�VKDUS�KRRN�WKH�VL]H�
RI�\RXU�LQGH[�ÀQJHU��$Q\ZD\��WKH�WUDZOHU�VDZ�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH�GR-
LQJ��DQG�WKH\�UDQ�ULJKW�DW�XV��:H�VKRXOG�KDYH�WRVVHG�WKH�OLQH�DQG�
got out of there. This trawler was huge—about twenty times big-
ger than us. But she insisted we keep going. I cut across the front 
RI�WKHLU�ERZ��WRR�FORVH�µ�+H�WRRN�D�ORQJ�GULQN��´,�VKRXOG�KDYH�OHIW�
KHU�RQ�WKH�VKLS�µ�KH�VDLG�DJDLQ�

´'LG�VKH�GURZQ"µ
“No. She got caught up in the long line. Pulled into the water. 

She was sucked into the props.”
“Oh my God.”
´:H�QHYHU�IRXQG�WKH�ERG\��,Q�DOO�P\�WLPH�GRLQJ�WKLV�VRUW�RI�

WKLQJ�� IURP� WKH�$UFWLF� WR� WKH�$QWDUFWLF��ZH·YH� QHYHU� ORVW� D� OLIH��
Came close plenty of times. But we always were a bit luckier than 
ZH�GHVHUYHG��8QWLO�WKDW�GD\��,�RQO\�ZLVK�LW�ZDV�PH�ZKR�ZHQW�LQWR�
the water.”

“I’m sorry.”
´2QH�ZURQJ�PRYH��DQG�,·P�QR�ORQJHU�DQ�DFWLYLVW�µ�KH�VDLG��

“I’m a terrorist.”
´:KDW�DERXW�\RXU�FUHZ"�:RQ·W�WKH\�EH�DUUHVWHG"µ
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´7KH�VKLS�ZLOO�EH�ERDUGHG��LI�LW�KDVQ·W�DOUHDG\�KDSSHQHG��%XW�
it’s me they want.”

6

7KH�QH[W�GD\��WKH\�PDGH�JRRG�WLPH�RQ�WKHLU�FLUFOHV��$HQHDV�
ZDV� D� UHOLDEOH� SDUWQHU�� TXLHW� DQG� IRFXVHG�� EXW� DOZD\V� TXLFN� WR�
PDNH�D�MRNH�ZKHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�DURVH��$QJHOD�FRXOG�VHH�ZK\�D�
ZRPDQ�PDUULHG�KLP��<HV��KH�EHOFKHG�DQG�FXUVHG�OLNH�D�VDLORU��EXW�
he also listened like a therapist as she rambled on about oil spills 
DQG�RYHUÀVKLQJ��6KH�WROG�KLP�WKDW�VKH�KDGQ·W�GDWHG�D�PDQ�LQ�WKUHH�
\HDUV�DQG�QRW�PDQ\�PHQ�EHIRUH�WKDW��%XW�KH�GLGQ·W�MXGJH�KHU��RU�
LI�KH�GLG��KH�NHSW�KLV�WKRXJKWV�WR�KLPVHOI��)RU�OXQFK��WKH\�VDW�RQ�
D�EHUP�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�EHDFK��QRW�IDU�QRUWK�IURP�ZKHUH�VKH�ÀUVW�
discovered him. They watched the wind blurring the tops of the 
IROGLQJ�ZDYHV��EORZLQJ�VSUD\�LQWR�WKH�DLU��

´'LG�\RX�DOZD\V�ZDQW�WR�SURWHFW�SHQJXLQV"µ�$HQHDV�DVNHG�
“I used to think I was going to study the albatross.”
“Makes sense.”
´+RZ�VR"µ
´7KH� DOEDWURVV� NHHSV� WR� LWVHOI�µ�+H� VWRSSHG�� EXW� VKH� NQHZ�

ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�KHDGHG��DQG�VKH�UHVLVWHG�DUJXLQJ��+H�ZDV�ULJKW��DIWHU�
DOO��VKH��WRR��ZDV�D�ORQHU��

´$FWXDOO\�µ� VKH�VDLG��´P\�YLVLRQ� LVQ·W�DOO� WKDW�JRRG�� VR�P\�
professor at the time told me to focus on birds that I could get a 
bit closer to.”

$IWHU�OXQFK��KH�KHOSHG�KHU�DWWDFK�D�VDWHOOLWH�WUDQVPLWWHU�WR�D�
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male penguin. He had an impressive grip that held the bird steady 
as Angela applied the device. 

´6LQFH�ZH� VWDUWHG�XVLQJ� WKHVH� WUDQVPLWWHUV�ÀYH�\HDUV� DJR�µ�
VKH� VDLG�� ´WKH� SHQJXLQV� KDYH� EHHQ� WUDYHOLQJ� IDUWKHU� DQG� IDUWKHU�
away from the colony. Some travel more than a hundred miles 
each way.”

´2QH�KHOO�RI�D�FRPPXWH�µ�KH�VDLG�
´,W·V�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ÀVKLQJ�WUDZOHUV��<RX�NQRZ�KRZ�WKH\�RS-

HUDWH³WKH\�WDNH�DOO�WKH�ÀVK�FORVH�WR�VKRUH��$QG�ZH�FDQ�RQO\�PHD-
VXUH�GLVWDQFH��:H�FDQ·W�PHDVXUH�WKH�IHDU�WKHVH�SHQJXLQV�IHHO�ZKHQ�
WKH�ÀVKLQJ�JURXQGV�WKH\�KDYH�NQRZQ�WKHLU�HQWLUH�OLIHWLPHV�GLVDS-
pear overnight. Or the stress a female with its young undergoes 
because the male must travel farther and farther out. All we can 
PHDVXUH�DUH�WKH�SDWKV�WKH\�WUDYHO��:H�QHHG�PRUH�PHDVXUHPHQWV��
:H�FDQ�ZDWFK�WKHP�DURXQG�WKH�FORFN�ZKHQ�WKH\·UH�RQ�ODQG��EXW�ZH�
know so little about their lives out there. And the more we know 
DERXW�SHQJXLQV��WKH�PRUH�ZH�ZLOO�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�RFHDQV��,I�WKH�
RFHDQ�LV�KHDOWK\��WKH\�DUH�KHDOWK\��$QG�LI�WKH�RFHDQ�LV�G\LQJ³µ�

$QJHOD�VWRSSHG�KHUVHOI��6KH�ZDV�UDPEOLQJ��KHU�YRLFH�VKDN-
LQJ�� DQG� VKH� GLG� QRW� ZDQW� KLP� WR� VHH� KHU� VR� XSVHW�� 6KH·G� ÀQ-
LVKHG�DWWDFKLQJ�WKH�WUDQVPLWWHU��DQG�VKH�UHOHDVHG�WKH�SHQJXLQ�DQG�
watched him scurry off toward the water. Aeneas was silent. She 
was thankful until she raised her eyes and realized that he was not 
watching the penguin but was watching her. 

“The Romans used to believe you could tell the future by 
VWXG\LQJ�ELUGV�µ�KH�VDLG��´7KH\�ORRNHG�IRU�RPHQV��JRRG�DQG�EDG��
LQ�WKHLU�ÁLJKW�SDWWHUQV��:DUV�ZHUH�ZDJHG�EDVHG�RQ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�D�
particular bird passed by. One might say it was an absurd religion 
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WKH\�IROORZHG��WKH�OHDGHUV�UHO\LQJ�RQ�DXJXUV�WR�WHOO�WKHP�ZKDW�WKH�
Á\LQJ�JRGV�KDG�LQ�VWRUH��,�GRQ·W�DJUHH��1DWXUH�is�D�JRG��$QG�\RX��
$QJHOD��DUH�LWV�DXJXU�µ

She didn’t know what to say and was grateful when he 
FKDQJHG�WKH�VXEMHFW��´:KDW·UH�WKRVH"µ�KH�DVNHG��SRLQWLQJ�WRZDUG�
three rabbit-like creatures in the distance.

“Those are mara. They’re unique to Patagonia.”
´'R�\RX�FRXQW�WKHP�WRR"µ
“No. But they could certainly use an advocate because 

they’re endangered. They’re strictly monogamous. The ranchers 
XVHG�WR�VD\�WKDW�LI�\RX�NLOO�RQH�PDUD��\RX�KDYH�WR�NLOO�LWV�PDWH�DV�
ZHOO��EHFDXVH�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�EUHHG�DJDLQ�µ�

´5RPDQWLF��LQ�D�UXWKOHVV�VRUW�RI�ZD\�µ
´3HQJXLQV�DUH�DOVR�PRQRJDPRXV��EXW�SUDFWLFDO��,I�WKH\�ORVH�D�

PDWH��WKH\·OO�UHERXQG�TXLFNO\��1RW�PDUDV��7KH\�PRXUQ�IRU�\HDUV��
some forever.”

´+RZ�ORQJ�ZLOO�LW�WDNH�\RX�WR�JHW�RYHU�PH"µ�KH�DVNHG��D�VPLOH�
on his face.

´:K\�GRQ·W�\RX�OHDYH��DQG�ZH·OO�VHH"µ
He laughed so loudly the mara scattered. And she realized 

how long it had been since she’d made a man laugh out loud.
´<RX�ZDQW� WR� VZLWFK"µ�KH�DVNHG�DV� WKH\�VWRRG� WR� UHWXUQ� WR�

their census taking. 
$QJHOD�ZDV�SOHDVHG��LI�D�OLWWOH�VXUSULVHG��WR�VHH�KLP�WDNLQJ�DQ�

interest. And so she taught him the difference between quilambay 
DQG� O\FHXP� EXVKHV�� KRZ� WR� JXHVV� D� SHQJXLQ·V� DJH� E\� WKH� GDUN�
ULQJV�LQ�LWV�H\HV��KRZ�WR�VSRW�ÁLSSHU�WDJV�IURP�WZHQW\�\DUGV��6KH�
HQMR\HG�ZDWFKLQJ�KLP�JUXQW�DQG�FXUVH�DV�KH�FUDZOHG�RQ�WKH�GLUW��
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VWUDLQLQJ�WR�VHH�LQWR�WKH�EXUURZV��$�PDQ�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��KH�ZDV�IDU�
UHPRYHG�IURP�KLV�HOHPHQW��DQG�KH�OXPEHUHG�DERXW�OLNH�WKH�SHQ-
JXLQV��(DUOLHU��DV�WKH\·G�VDW�RQ�WKH�URFNV�RI�D�GU\�ULYHU�EHG��D�KDUP-
less snake had made him spill his water bottle. 

'XULQJ�WKH�FLUFOHV��RFFDVLRQDOO\�VKH�ZRXOG�QRWLFH�KLP�ORRN-
LQJ�HDVWZDUG��WRZDUG�WKH�RFHDQ��HYHQ�LI�LW�ZDV�KLGGHQ�EHKLQG�WKH�
KLOOV��6KH�SUHWHQGHG�QRW�WR�QRWLFH��IHHOLQJ�D�VOLJKW�DFKH�LQ�KHU�FKHVW��
6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�UHDG�KLV�PLQG��WR�NQRZ�KRZ�KH�IHOW�DERXW�KHU��EXW�
men were a species she’d never understood; she had not been with 
HQRXJK�PHQ�WR�GUDZ�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�YDOLG�ÀQGLQJV�

7KDW� HYHQLQJ�� VKH� WRRN� KLP� WR� D� VSRW� VKH� XVXDOO\� YLVLW-
ed alone—the edge of a red cliff that looked out over the wa-
WHU�� 7KH� ZLQG� ZDV� VR� ORXG� WKH\� MXVW� VDW� WKHUH�� VDQGZLFKHV� LQ�
KDQG�� DV� WKH� SHQJXLQV� HPHUJHG� LQ� KHUGV� IURP� WKH� ZDWHU�� 6KH�
WRRN� KLP� WKHUH� EHFDXVH� VKH� NQHZ� ZKDW� KH� ZDQWHG�� EXW� DV� KH�
scanned the horizon she hoped there would be no ships today.  
6KH�ZDQWHG� WR�VKDYH�KLV�EHDUG��VHH�KLV� IDFH� LQ�IXOO�� VPRRWK�DQG�
warm and up close. Then she caught herself and turned to thoughts 
of nests to be counted.
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